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MISSIONARY SOCTETY, 


THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF | 


THE SECOND GENERAS MEETING. 
+ _( Publiſhed by the Directors.) 


HE Sermons preached at our late Anniver- | 


| ſary Aſſociation, and the ſtatement of our 
r will, we truſt, be read with delight 
Y 


all who favour the cauſe of Zion; but the aſ- - 
ſemblies muſt have been ſeen, and the diſcourſes 


heard, in order to feel the deep ſenſation that 
impreſſed every heart and affected every coun- 
tenance. | 
The general expectation of the public made it 
neceſſary to engage the largeſt places of worſhip, 


and the Tottenham Court Chapel, Surry Chapel, 


the Tabernacle, and Sion Chapel, vaſt as they are, 
were filled from door to door. The number of 
Miniſters, who aſſembled from all parts of the 
kingdom, was greater perhaps than any perſon 
living remembers to have ſeen collected together. 
And when the object came into conſideration, for 
which this hoſt of God were offering up their ar- 


dent ſupplications to the Throne of Grace, it be- 
dame a ſcene unſpeakably intereſting, ſolemn, and 
 lnpreffive, | N 


On 


vi PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


|. On Wedneſday the 11th of May, the Society, 

1 having attended at the. Tabernacle in the morning, 

| and heard the judicious diſcourſe delivered by the 

Rev. Mr. Lambert, afſembled in the aſternoon at 

Spa- fields Chapel: The Rev. Mr. Bogue of Goſ- 

| 7 in the chair, opened the meeting with prayer. 

he original PLAx of the Society was then read 

by Mr. Shrubſole, and the following Report of - 
— ings of the Directors, by the Rev. 

Love. b 
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MEMBERS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
525 At the Second General Meeting. 
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HEN we reflect on the ſolemn manner in 
which you unanimouſly conſigned to our 
care and management the important concerns of 
the Miſſionary Society; when we contemplate the 
probable connection between our deliberations 
and the future happineſs of millions of fellow- 
creatures; and when we confider how many gra- 
cious perſons, as well as yourſelves, are anxiouſly 
waiting a faithful account of the enquiries we 
have made, and the meaſures we have adopted for 
carrying into effect your benevolent deſign; we 
feel our minds impreſſed with awe, though conſci- 
ous of having diſcharged the truſt repoſed in us, 
-with the utmoſt fidelity and diligence. | 
Next to the glory of God our Saviour in the 
converſion of periſhing finners, for whom his pre- 
cious blood was ſhed, we have been actuated by a 
defire of approving ourſelves to this Society, towhoſe 
candid judgment we ſubmit a brief recital of the 
moſt intereſting ſteps we have taken, and the plans 
we have matured, as the baſis of future operations. 
It muſt not be expected that we ſhall be able to 
commuicate the pleaſing information of Heathen 
Deities vanquiſhed, and their polluted altars over- 
thrown, by the victorious weapons of evangelic 
truth. No. Such glad tidings cen reach you 
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at a mote: diſtant period only, when our Chrif. 
tian warriors ſhall have been ſafely conducted, by 
the providence of God, to the field of action. But 


ſeven months have elapſed fince the tommence- 
ment of our inſtitution—a time barely ſufficient 


for making ſuitable preparations and arrangements 
for our firſt important enterprize- 
That it may appear how vareful we, have been to 


ct conformably to your wiſhes, we beg leave to 


recal your attention, for a few moments, to the 
2 and reſolutions of the firſt General 
eetin a 


... The fate Correſponding Committee, whoſe exer- 
tions were, through the bleſſing of God, in ſome 


degree inſtrumental informing the Society, bad, 


by their writings, excited Me public attention to 
the hopes that might be entertained from à well- 
ec Red miſſion to the iſland of Otaheite. This 
4 ſpecific object” was dwelt on, with pleaſure, be- 
fore the WW in ſome of the diſcourſes from 


the pulpit, arid made a principal ſubje& of your 


debates ; and the Rev. Dr. Haweis was partioular- 
ly requeſted © to bring it forward _ the preblic 
da 


ſervice,” at Surry Chapel, on Tha morning, 
the 24th of September. There he made the prac- 
ticability and probable ſucceſs of ſuch an under- 


taking apparent, in a Memoir of confiderable 
length Web you highly approved, and ordered 
to be printed with the Miſſionary Sermons. Con- 
ee. that this was the propeect ſpot. for our firſt 

on the day following, which was the 


attem | 
haſt of the General Meeting, you determined, what 
OY all the Miniſters had, in the veſtry of Surry Cha- 


p*l, unanimouſly approved the preceding day, 
That the firſt Miffbonary efforts of the Society 
te ſhould be directed to one or more of the South Sea 


ande. And ſo deeply were your minds im- 


preſſed with the peculiar lature and importanve af 
this, miſſion, that you deeided it ſhould neither be 
| Fs 45 undertaken 
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undertaken upon a ſmall ſcale, nor delayed by 


any reſtrictions ns, as to expenditure. . Lou, there- 
fore, reſolved, ** That if the Directors . 

« g Miſſion to the South Sea lands, con hey of mor 
& leſs than fix perſons, before the 65 55 eeting in 
« May, they were empowered to expend fuck a ſum 
« upon it as they might think neceſſary.” 

We would bring alſo to your recollection ano- 
ther circumſtance, which was no ſooner mentioned 
in the Memoir than it ſeemed to give univerſal 
ſatisfaction. We allude to the fingular and diſ- 
intereſted offer made by Captain Wilſon, of de- 
voting himſelf freely to the ſervice of the Lord, in 
conveying the Miffionaries to the place of their 
deſtination, with a crew of pious mariners, either 
in a ſhip purchaſed by the Society, or in any 
other manner they pleaſed. A ſelect committee 
was immediately appointed to converſe with him 
on the ſubject; and on Monday morning, the 


28th of September, at the firſt meeting of the _ - 


Directors, they made a report of the ſubſtance of . 
their converſation ; upon which it was reſolved, 
« That the Society 45 — ts ove and cor- 
6 dially accept the offer made by Captain Wilſon ; 
and that as ſoon as they have 4 hie circum- 
* flances neceſſary for the acco — wes ment of their 
e purpoſes, he ſhall be „ therewith,” 
Thus inſtructed in the cleareſt manner, reſpe&- 
ing the ſpot to which you determined the firſt 
miſſion ſhould be ſent ; the ſcale upon which the 
arrangements ſhould be made ; and the mode of 
conveyance you would prefer; in an humble de- 
pendance on the bleſſing of God, we have endea- 
voured, to the beſt of our judgment and ability, to 
forward your deſign. 
From the zeal that evidently actuated our nu- 
merous aſſemblies at the formation of the Society, 
and the liberal ſums that were inſtantly ſubſcribed 
on the ocrahion, we conjectured that our funds 
b  wuold 
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would ſoon be adequate to the accompliſhtnent of 
any object, which, in the providence of God, we 
might be called to undertake. Nor were our ex- 
pectations diſappointed. The liberal contributions, 
which have flowed in from all parts of the king- 
dom, have produced a very conſiderable fund ; the 
particulars of which will be laid before the public 
at midſummer, the time fixed for the annual pub- 
lication of the ſociety's account. 
With this confident hope, that our reſources 
would be equal to our wants ; and that God would 
- proſper an undertaking ſo a ble to his will, fo 
conformable to his commands, and on which, at its 
very commencement, he had fo graciouſly ſiniled; 
we began to look out for proper Missionaries. 
Here we proceeded with the greateſt circumſpec- 
tion, knowing that the ſuceeſs of every ſuch enter- 
priſe muſt depend, under God, upon — is and 
gualifications of the inſtruments employed. 
As this was a ſubject which the late correſpond- 

ing committee had very attentively conſidered, we 
reſolved, at our firſt meeting, to adopt the rules 
they ſuggeſted for the examination of candidates. 
To recite them at length would, perhaps, be tedi- 
ous, but we think it our duty to ſtate the ſubſtance 
of them, becauſe we are perſuaded it will afford 
you pleaſure, and enable you to form ſome notion 
of the perſons who are approved and ready to be 
ſent forth under your patronage. . | 
_ Careful whom we admitted into this holy ſervice 
of our Divme Maſter ;- and convinced that many 
ſerious perſons may have ſufficient grace to ſerve 
God in their own country, who have not received 
ſo large a meaſure as to qualify them for juch a 
peculiar undertaking ; we determined that no man 
ſhould be accepted as a Miffionary, unleſs the 
committee, appointed for his examination, were 
unanimouſly ſatisfied that he poſſeſſed an eminent 
ſhare of the grace of God, —— to have 
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call to this particular work. That every Miſſiona- 
ry ſhould be a learned man, we did not deem ne- 
ceſſary; on the contrary, we inferred, from the na- 
ture of things, and the ſucceſsful attempts of the 
Moravian Miſtionaries, that godly mechanics 
might be of ſignal uſe to the undertaking, eſpecial- 
ly in the South Sea Iflands, Atrica, and other un- 
civilized parts of the world ; but we laid it down, 
as indiſpenſibl . that every one, learned 
or unlearned, ſhould poſſeſs a competent meaſure of 
that kind of knowledge, which the miſſion he en- 
gages in may require, — be well appriſed of the dif- 

ficulties and dangers to which he may be expoſed, 
—and willing to encounter them, through divine 
aſhſtance, at the hazard of his life. 

Under theſe regulitions ; and others that reſpect 
the mode in which candidates muſt apply, and the 
teſtimonials they muſt adduce of their religious ex- 
perience, conduct, and ſtanding in the church of 
Chriſt ;. a committee of examination was formed, 
confiſting of nine miniſters and two lay directors. 

And, in order to obtain the cleareſt views we poſ- 
fibly could on the ſubject, we deputed ſome of our 
brethren to conſult thoſe perſons, whom we ima- 
gined moſt likely to convey to us the ſoundeſt in- 
formation ; and have particularly to acknowledge, 
with thankfulneſs, the kind communications of Mr. 
Latrobe. 

The firſt report the committee made was on 
Monday the gth of November laſt ; when four per- 
ſons, w Ge _ had' ſtrictly examined, were re- 
commended by them, e base. At the ſame 
time we thought it our duty to come to ſome con- 
eluſion tought ou ſons, that the minds 
of thoſe, who had _— eir ſervices, might no 

longer be held in ſuſpenee. . rl ; — | 
previouſly conſulted various books ahd experience 
perſons, to enable us to form a proper judgment ; 
and having well weighed the 8 nature of the 
b 2 mission 
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_ miſſion itſelf, and the example of others in circum- 
ſtunces the moſt ſimilar; and, above all, having 


frequently prayed to God for direQion ; we reſoly- 


ed, © that married men, with their wroes, were eli- 


* gible for the miſſion, if approved of by the Committee 
Examination. 


cc 0 
On the 14th of December another candidate 


recommended by them was accepted : and, it hav- 
ing been ſtated to us that ſeveral perſons in the 


country had offered themſelves as Miffionaries, 


who could not attend the committee- in London 
without conſiderable expence and trouble ; beſides 
the loſs that might be ſuſtained. by thoſe who, after 
leaving their employments to come up, might, for 
for want of proper qualifications, be rejected; we 
reſolved, * That the Committee of Examination was 


=” empowered to uppomt any directors, or other. mem- 
bers of the focety, in the country, as 4 | fub-commut- | 
e tee to examine perſons in their vicinity. 


In conſequence of this reſolution a ſub-commit- - 
tee was eſtabliſhed at Coventry for the examina- 
tion of ſeveral candidates; of whom fix were final- * 
ly approved. The ſame was done at Plymouth and 
Mancheſter ; where three perſons more were found 
duly qualified, two of them at the latter place and 


one at the former. 


In the mean while the committee in London 


continued their exertions ; ; and we have the plea- 


fure to inform you that we have already 15 fingle 
men, and four married men and their wives, all ap- 
proved and accepted. And, when we conſider who 

the committee and fab-committees, that 


examined them, and the great attention they paid 


to diſcover their real character and qualifications, 
we may venture to affirm, they have received the 


moſt convincing proofs, that theſe are all 


godly 
perſons, moved by the fpirit of God to undertake 
the arduous: work, and well fitted to promote the 
great object of our e To mention any 


n by 


— 


70 THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. Kill 


particulars, reſpecting their . piety, their devoted- 
neſs, their abilities, or their acquirements, woald be 
highly improper, as many of them may be preſent. 
We truſt, however, this general teſtimony of our 
robation will ſatisfy you, and encourage them 
to go forward; and that a growing ſenſe of their 
own inſufficiency for the difficult ſervice that lies 
before them, will excite in them an ardent ſpirit of 
prayer, and engage them to look by faith to mm, 
who has promiſed to ſupport the weak and to in- 
creaſe ſtrength to them that have no might. - 

Reſpecting the accepted Miſſionaries in Lon- 
don, a committee hath been appointed to converſe 
with them frequently on religious ſubjects; with a 
view to improve their ability for entering on the 
arduous work of their miſſion : and the brethren, 
who have kindly devoted their time to this labour 
of love, give the moſt favourable idea, on a near in- 
ſpection, of their ſpirit and increaſing meetneſs for 
the ſervice. Care has been taken, at the ſame 
time, to employ ſome of them in the acquiſition of 
ſuch mechanical arts, and other information, as 
may render them moſt uſeful to the natives. 

We have moreover the ſatisfaction to ſay that 
our reſources of Missionaries, as well as money, 
continue happily increafing. Several more art 
eagerly pressing into the ſervice and waiting to be 
examined ; = we hope, from the recommenda- 
tions we have received, the greater part of them 
will be found: worthy to ſhare, with -thoſe already 
_— the perils and the glory of the mission. 
| us has God, beyond even our moſt ſanguine 
expectation, provided ine means of accompliſhing 
our ' purpoſe, in funds ſo nobly liberal, and in per- 
ſons apparently ſo well qualified. IP 

But, after all our endeavours to find pr la- 
bourers, it is evident that nothing could be effec- -* 
ed, unleſs ſome mode were deviſed for conveying 
them to the place of their -defiination—an iſland ſe- 


— 
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from us by half the circumference of the 
globe ; where we have neither colony nor fort ; 


and which, though abounding with all the neceſ. 


fanies of life for the ſupport of its inhabitants, yet 
affording no articles to engage the notice of com- 
mercial adyenturers, and lying far remote from the 


uſual tract of navigation, is ſeldom viſited by Eu- 


ropean veſſels. 

This being a ſubject of the laſt n to = 
ſucceſs of the undertaking, it early en 
deliberations ; and no fooner was Captai lion s 8 
offer unanimouſly accepted, and the —— for the 
examination of the Missionaries adopted, than a 
committee was choſen © Th enquire into the moſt eli 
« gible mode of corrveying My 2 onaries to the South 


Sen lands.” 


After the moſt diligent enquiries there appeared 
to be only three modes for our confideration. The 
firſt, by a paſſage hired in a South Whaler.—The 
ſecond, by a ſhip of large tonnage engaged by in- 

dividuals on a commercial adyenture, for the ſake 
of accommodating the ſociety.— And the third, by 
a ſmall veſſel purchaſed or hired by the ſociety it it- 


ſelt, and under its immediate control. 


With regard to the firſt of theſe modes; we are 
doubtful, to the prefent moment, whether it be 
even practicable ; fince no ſpecific offer could be 
procured from any one engaged in that tfade, 
though applications were made to ſeveral. The 
only information we could obtain, in writing, was 
a letter from a' gentleman of religious character, 
friendly to our mn ae and ready to promote 


it, and poſſeſſing 'grea er proper in- ſhips em- 


ployed in the South "Whale than any other 


perſon in the kingdom. He ſpeaks of it in terms 
the moſt diſcouraging in every point of view : ſo 
that it appeared to us the moſt hazardous, the moſt 
incommodious, and, all conſiderations being taken 
up into account, the moſt incligible mode Mie 
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be adopted. In ſhort, the decided and ſtrong re- 


probation of this meaſure, not only by the gentle- 


man above mentioned, but by ſeve * 
fectly acquainted with the nature of a South Wha- 
ler, and who had been conſulted upon the ſubject, 


determined us utterly to abandon the idea; and to 
reſolve, © That it is the opinion of the Directors, that 
&« the moſt eligible conveyance of Miſſionaries, to the 


Hand of Otaheite, is either by a:ſmall veſſel, not ex- 

e ceeding one hundred and eighty tons, purchaſed for 
© the uſe of the Society; or * a ve ſſel 
& belonging to the friends of the inſtitution, with a ſe- 


c lefted maſter and crew ; who all accompliſh the 


& ſervice for a fixed ſum, mutually agreed on between 
. © the Directors and owners And —“ That à com- 
& mittee be immediately formed, to take into conſider- 
cc ation which of the two modes, approved hy the So- 
c ciety, ſhall appear to them the moſt eligible.” \ 

At the next monthly meeting, the. committee 
preſented . The outlines. of a plan, for accompliſhing 
&« this ſervice for a fixed ſum, by a veſſel fitted out, for 
tie purpoſe, by a number of ſubſcribers; provided 
© commercial arrangements could be made with go- 


« vernment, the Eaſt India Company, or otherwiſe, to 


« lighten the general expence of the voyage.” © The 
« thanks of 41 
&« fiduity and zeal ; but, after much cunverſation on 


* the ſubje, and after ſeveral eftimates lad been 


c read, it was reſolved, That a ſhip belonging to the 
4 Society be judged by the Directors to be the moſt eli- 
* gible plan: And, © that the reſolution be cops 
and ſent to all the Directors for final confirmation.” 
Though the Directors, who lived neareſt the 


*% 


fociety were given to them for their ac. 


ſource of information, were thus decidedly in fa- 


vour of a ſhip of our own, they deferred the final 
diſcussion of this ſubject, till the Directors, more 


remotely ſituated, arrived in town to hear and ex- 


amine the grounds on which their opinion reſted, 
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uaded that the meaſure would be ſanctioned 
an unanimous ſuffragdGee. | 
In the mean while the committee, ever attentive 


- 


to the intereſt. of the Society, began to conſider; 


whether we might not leſſen the expence of the 
mission in a veſſel of our own, by procuring a car- 
go of ſtores to Port Jackſon from the government, 
and a returning freight from the Eaſt India Com- 


| ak by leaving the direct courſe and touching at 


gal. To detail the difficulties they ſoon per- 
ceived, and the various ſteps they took to obviate 
them, would be quite unneceſſary. It will be ſuffi- 
cient to ſay, that, as they were proceeding in their 
— a circumſtance occurred, which providen- 
tiafly decided for us, and left us no alternative: 
Government being about to engage tranſports 
to convey ſtores to Port Jackſon, we were apprized 
of their intention; but having no ſhip ready, we 
could make no offer, nor could their contracts be 


delayed till we had made our arrangements. From 
tbhe ſame authority we were likewiſe informed, that 


no ſtores would be ſent there again for, at leaſt, 
nine months to come. * m 
Thus were we providentially- precluded from 
commencing the mission with any object of com- 


merce annexed. A ſmaller veſſel therefore of our 


own, with a crew of godly mariners, commanded 


by Captain Wilſon, and wholly devoted to the miſ- 


Hon, till its return, now appeared to us, not only 5 


far fuperior to every other mode, but abſolutely ne- 


ceflary, if we meant to accompliſh the deſirable ob- 

ject without delay : for elſe, after the immenſe 
pains taken, the funds raiſed, the numbers of Miſ- 

ies accepted, our efforts would proye abor- 

tive, our ſubſcribers be diſappointed of their expec- 
tations, the missionary zcal be quenched, and the 
affairs of the Socicty, (except the ſubſcription al- 
ready made,) be reduced to the ſame uncertainty, 
us at the moment when we firſt began to form our 

8 ' | arrangements, 
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| nts: but by adopting this meaſure, with- 
in ay ew days, or weeks at moſt, the ſhip*may be 
| procured, and the ſerious! mariners, who have offer- 
ed, A. collefted ; and, in Auguſt, or September, our 
Miſſionaries, confiding i in the protection of God our 
Saviour, may take their departure from their na- 
tive land, to carry with them over the mighty ocean, 
ime invaluable treaſure of the everlaſting Goſpel. . 
Nor did we conſider it to be the leaſt of the ad- 
vantages reſulting from the mode propoſed, that the 
number of the |» IASC may be encreaſed, as, 
far as they offer, with a very diſproportionate in- 
creaſe of expence to. the Society ; the articles of 
their equipment, and their proviſion on the voy- 
age, being the principal ſource of additional ex- 
penditure. 
Hut the ſingular utility of this conveyance 
became ſtill more manifeſt, when we reflect- 
ed on the very extenſive field it opened to our ex- 
ertions ; a circumſtance, we are perſuaded, that 
muſt highly correſpond with the wiſhes of the So- 
ciety. For the ſhip being wholly appropriated to 
this grand object tl the 1 appear to be 
ſecurely ſettled, thirt y perſons, or more, can be as 
eaſily ſent as twenty, _ a part of them, ere the 
ſhip returns, be ſtationed either on the moſt popu- 
lous iſlands contiguous to Otaheite, or a body from 
them be detached to the vaſt group of the 
Friendly Iſlands, where a like door of utterance, - 
and entrance, will probably be found ; or ſome of 
them ſent to the N ueſas, where the want. 18 
equally great great, and the proſpects of welcome and 
| ſu equall flattering. And though by embrac- - 
| ng ſo wh i obj jects, the voyage muſt neceſſarily be 
— gap expence 1 our work 
il * more ie effeclually done, and our missionary 


efforts much more 8 and with greater hope 

of doing more at once, and with a firſt voyage, than 

could be done with erer perſons, and 4 viſits. 
aving 
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Having waited for the general meeting of our 
brethren from the country, and ſubmitted to them 
the reſult of our deliberations upon this important 
ſubject, with the fulleſt conviction of its preferable- 
neſs, and even of its neceſſity, we were unani- 
mouſly of opinion, That a veſſel ſhould be pro- 
« vided, and navigated by a- ſerious captain and 
& crew; containing accommodations for thirty Miſ- 
e ffonaries or more, excluſive of women and children.” 
The expence of a Miſſion on this enlarged ſcale 
will certainly be very, confiderable; but we are 
authorized to hope, from the liberality which we 
have already experienced, that exertions ſo great 
Vill never want ſupport, when conducted with 
; prudence and zeal, and regulated with the ſtricteſt 
economy. | n | 3 
It has been among our firſt deſires to form our 
Mission on the broadeſt baſis of Chriſtian Liberty, 
and to prevent, as far as heth in us, every ſubject 
of contention among thoſe, who may in future 
conduct the affairs of the Society, We have 
therefore unanimouſly agreed, that, renouncing 
our ſeveral educational partialities, it is a funda- 
mental principle of- our inſtitution, not to ſend to 
the Heathen any exclufive form of Church 
vernment, Preſbyterian, Independent, or Epiſco- 
pal, but the glorious gy i of the ever bleſſed 
God ; leaving it to the ſouls, whom the great 
Head of the Church ſhall gather into his boſom, 
by the labours of our Missionaries, to ſearch the 
ſcriptures for themſelves, and to adopt ſuch church 
order and diſcipline as ſhall appear moſt con- 
formable to the Apoſtolic model, and moſt condu- 
cive to their own peace and edification. cog 
; Whether our efforts ſhould be chiefly bent, for 
awhile. at leaſt, to ſpread the Goſpel through the 
immenſe Southern Ocean, will be matter of de- 
liberation for future Directors. It is not impro- - 
. bable but they may diſcover regions more acceſ- 
W 5 | ſible, 
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fible, with equal or ſuperior proſpects of ſucceſs, 


though we have been unable to find ſuch by our 


reſearches. We have not, however, been inac- 


tire in our enquiries for information. Early in 


October, a Memoir was preſented: by one of our 
brethren, reſpecting a Mission to Africa; which 
Memoir he ſubmitted to the correction of Mr, 
Macaulay, Governor of Sierra Leone, who obli- 


gingly fayoured him with all the knowledge he 
was then maſter of concerning it, and promiſed, 


on his arrival at Sierra Leone, ta communicate 
every additional information he could collect: an- 
other of our brethren preſented a Memoir of a 
Mission ta the coaſt of Sumatra ; reſpecting which 
ſeveral inquiries have been likewiſe made; and 
we doubt not but theſe, and many ather plans, will 
be well eonſidered, and, if found practicable, purſued. 
It would be pleaſing to detail, did time allow, 
the carreſpondences we have eſtabliſhed through- 
out the united kingdoms. The letters and ad- 
dreſſes ſent, at our deſire, by our worthy Secretary, 
Mr. Love, to bis brethren in the North, have 
produced the happieſt effects. There they have 
already begun to raiſe ſeveral conſiderable ſums to 
increaſe-our funds. .' But what gladdens our hearts 
beyond all other things is, the ſpirit of zeal and 
affection ſtirred up round about. Societies, ſimilar 
to our own, are formed, at Edinburgh, and Glaſ- 
gow, requeſting our correſpondence and 'informa- 


tion, whilſt we are running the ſame blefled race 


to which they have been excited. Theſe are al- 
ready enquiring, if we will convey Miſſionaries 
from them to the Pelew Iflands, in our ſhip : a 
requeſt which tends to heighten the force of every 
argument adduced; and to which no doubt the 

Society will be happy to accede, aud enlarge as 
much as possible the field of operation. Our bre- 
thren at Paiſley have formed a third Society for 
Miſfions ; and, -preferring union with our larger 
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aſſociation, have requeſted to be admitted into our 
body, and to affiſt us with their funds and Miſ- 
fionarics,—a propoſal which, with thankfulreſs to 
God for the ſpirit it breathes, we have accepted. 
At” Kelfs,"in the South of 'Seotland, and Aber- 
deen, in the North, other Societies have alſo been 
formed; who have tranſmitted to us their reſolu- 


_ © tions of uniting with us in the ſame manner. 


The various letters received by our Secretary, 
and the addrefles from Paiſley, Glaſgow, and Edin- 
Burgh, deſerve your particular attention, and ſpeak 
how much alive our brethren are, in that part of 
the iſland, to the great object of a Heathen Miſ- 
flon, and how zealouſly and harmoniouſly difpoſed 
to co-operate with us in the bleſſed work. 
Nothing ſurely can tribre ſtrikingly demonſtrate 
the finger of God than ſuch an union on both ſides 
the Tweed; not forgetting to mention the ſike 
tokens of affection manifeſted by ſome of our 
| brethren in Ireland. From the Orkneys to the 
*  Lind's End, the people of God appear to be ani- 
mated by the ſame mind, the ſame zeal, and all 
directed to the ſame object. May this union of 
Britiſh behevers be more cloſely cemented ! And 
may our mutual efforts be bleſſed to the exten- 
nh 4 our Redeemer's kingdom to the ends of the 


Though this RevyorT contained no more than 
a ſummary account of the proceedings of the Di- 
rectors, it gave ſuch general ſatisfaction, that all 
the members preſent cordially united ina vote of 
thanks to them © for their xcul and afſiduity in for- 
© warding the important buſineſs of the Society.” 

' Convinced, by the ſtatement made in the re- 
port, that the Miſſionaries, intended to he ſent to 
Otaheite, cannot be conveyed thither, with any 

propriety, (if at all) but in a veſſel belonging to 

the Society; and perceiving how eafily Miſſions 

may be eſtabliſhed in other Iſlands of the. South 

5 a” : Seas, 


AY. 
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Seas, by adopting this mode of conveyance; they 
reſolved, with the _ unanimity, what 
the Directors had naturally conſidered and recom- 
mended, © That a Miffion be undertaken to Otaheite, 
c the Friendly [/lands, the 8 the Sandwick 
Hands, and the Pelew Iſlands, in a ſhip belonging 
6 to the Society, to be commanded by Captain Wilfon, 
te as far as may be practicable and op rent.” 

The Society now proceeded to fill up the Di- 
rection for the enſuing year, agreeably to the ori- 
ginal plan of the Inſtitution; when Mr. Hard- 
caſtle, the treaſurer, whoſe indefatigable zeal and 
important ſervices were thankfully acknowledged by 
all his brethren and the Society at large, was re- 
choſen ; and all the old Directors, being earneſtly 
requeſted to continue their exertions in accom- 
plithing the plans fo laborioufly matared, and fo 
Highly approved, conſented to the nomination, ex- 
cept two who choſe to retire, Several other gen- 
tlemen in various parts of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, who from local ſituation, as well as abili- 
ties, may render eſſential ſervices to the Society, 


were added to the liſt. Among them was Cap- 


tain Wilſon. No ſooner was his name mentioned, 
than the eyes of all the aſſembly were fixed on 
him with delight; and his election was 'accom- 
panied with every token of approbation and-eſteem. 
Aſter the liſt was compleated, and each gentle- 
man ſeparately propoſed and accepted, it was re- 
ſolved, at the requeſt of the old Directors, that one 
fourth part ſhould annually retire from the direc- 


tion; but Whether it ſhould be done in alphabeti- 


cal order, or whether thoſe gentlemen ſhould be 
ſuffered to retire, who, for want of health, or from 
numerous avocations, were incapable of rendering 
equal fervice tothe Society, or paying equal attention 
to the duties of their office, was referred for more 
mature confideration till the next general meeting. 
The two Secretaries, Mr. Love and Mr. Shrub- , 
"420 
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fole being re· elected, the Rev. Mr. Buchanan, 
whoſe deputation from our brethren at Edingburgh + 
had been recognized with great pleaſure, conclud- 
_ ed with prayer. 

' Thurſday was e loyed at Mr. Hill's Chapel, 
where the Rev. Me Pentycroſs warmed every 
heart with a diſcourſe, which: will no where be + 
read without communicating ſimilar ſenſations; 
and in the evening an immenſe audience likewiſe 
filled Tottenham Court Chapel, to hear the able 
addreſs delivered to them on that occaſion by the 
Rev. Mr. Jay of Bath. 

On Friday our public ſolemnities cloſed, with 
an affecting diſcourſe from the Rev. Mr. Jones, of 
Llangan; whoſe manner as well as ſpirit is too well 
known to need our commendation. 

At fix in the eveniug, the Society met, accord- 
ing to adjournment, in a ſpacious room at the 
Caſtle and Falcon; and the Rey. Mr. Ray, of 
Sudbury, baying been voted into the chair, open- 
ed the meeting with earneſt ſupplication to God 
for his divine preſence and bleſſing. Several writ- 
ten memoirs were preſented, propoſing Miſſions to 
Surat, Madagaſcar, the Weſt Indies, and the nor- 
thern ſhore of the Caſpian Sea; which were receiv- 
ed with approbation, and referred to the conſider 
ration of the Directors. 

The remaining part of the evening was occupied 
in reading the intereſting correſpondences from 
Scotland, mentioned in the. report of the Direc- 
tors; which afforded the higheſt degree of ſatisfac- 
tion to the whole aſſembly. With the moſt per- 
fect unanimity it was then reſolved, © That this 
4 Fociety receives, with great atisfa&ion, the letters 
* which have now been read from their Chriftian 
_ & Brethren in Scotland, and appoint their ſecretary, 
* Mr. Love, to ſignify their cordial, aſſent to the pro- 
S pofals they have . of een union, and 
Bs open. 

Vpon 
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Upon this, Dr. Hunter aroſe, and obſerved, with 

a glow of affection which pervaded every mind, 
that it was near ninety years ſince the legiſlature. 
of this country paſſed the act of union, whereby 
both kingdoms became one, in a political and com- 
mercial ſenſe; but, ſaid he, © It was not till this 
<« night, and by this reſolution, that the act was 


. «© perfected; the union is now complete; a ſpiri- 


« tual union has taken place, far more important 
and glorious than the former.” 

In ſuch affection and harmony cloſed a meeting 
compoſed of believers in Jeſus of various denomi- 
nations, as revived in our minds the pleaſing idea 
of thoſe ancient times when the heathen world was 
conſtrained to ſay,SEE How THESE CHRISTIANS LOVE! 
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" PREACH ED BY 


The Rey. GEORGE LAMBERT, 

OF HULL, _ ; 
AT THE TABERNACLE, LONDON, 
AT THE SECOND GENERAL MEETING, ; 
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he that day I there be a high nit of Egypt 
to to hl the ne into js gypt, 
and the Egyptian into Aſſyria, and the Egyptians 
ſhall ſerve with the Aſſyrians.. In that day ſhall 
Ifrael be the third with Egypt and with Aſſyria, 
even a bleſſing 1332 of the land: = the 
Lord Hos fog leſs, ſaying, Bleſſed be Egypt 
7 — ag 525 0 wor — 5 hands, and 

[/rael mine — JI 


IN treating of any particular nn it is often 
very difficult preciſely to determine the period 
when it has received its fulleſt accompliſhment. 
That God, who ſeeth the end from the beginning, 
' having ſhewn to his ſervants, the Prophets, things 
that afterwards een to paſs, advances and 
carries on his great defi 18, at diſtant ſeaſons, by dif- 
ferent inſtruments, — in a variety of ways. In a 
temporal deliverance, he makes bare "of e arm of. 
his power, and while effecting ſalvation, from ſame 
great oppreſſor, he therein gives to a people an in- 
timation, pledge, and earneſt, of ſome ſtill greater de- 
liverance which he intends to effect for their ſouls. 
Such were Iſrael's deliverances from the Egyptians, 
the Aſſyrians, and Babylonians—deliverances in- 
tended to be emblematical of that ſtill greater ſal- + 
vation which has fince been effected by Jeſus 
Chriſt: the full and complicated bleſſin of which 
ſalvation have never yet been conferred upon that 
nation. Net will the extent and glory of this ſal- 
- 2 vation 
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vation be fully conceived, till that time ſhall come, 
when “all Ifrael ſhall be ſaved,” and the reſtora- 
tion of that le. ſhall be.as life from the dead. 
Something analaſons td this we find in the caſe of 
- the 8 who are marked out as the particu- 
lar ſubjects of this prophecy. The diſtreſſes and 
deliverances of this people are deſcribed, not onl 
n but s preludes of, a ſti 


more glorious deliverance, that awaits them ; pro- 
bably, in that ſeaſon, when the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord ſhall fill the earth, as the waters 
eover the ſea. . 

From the importance and weight of the ſubject 
treated ; in this chapter, it is called The Burden of 
Egypt. This country is repreſented, as exerciſed in 
ſach inteſtine Wale as terminated in anarchy, and 
that anarchy, in the „ e of their ſoil amo 


twelve tyrants. But, a variety of confli 
the 4 i at nh united under the domi- 
nion of one head; Teign of this Prince is pro- 


tracted for fifty which is at length terminat- 
ed, by the — of Nebuchadneazar: this, alſo, 
in its turn, gives place to the domjnion of the Per- 


fans. But,  oppreffive wis the yokerof Camby- 


ſes, thut, when Alexander with his Grecians,-over- 


run and ſubdued that country;theinhabitants:look- 


ed upon it, rather, a8 a deliveranct, than u con- 
queſt. Here he built the tenowned city of Alex- 
_ andria; in which he ptanted a colony of Jews, per- 
mitting them toworthip their God the manner 
of their couiitry. Ang; under the reign of one of 
his fucceflbrs; we are told, that more than a million 
ol that people reſided in To this country 
the Prophet Jeremiah, we informed, had alſo 
been led; 1 he probably finiſhed his courſe, 
and the miniftry that had received'of the Lord. 
”Y _ a r and rv merge 
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with them, there appear to be evident alluſions in 
this chapter. Nor can we entertain a doubt, but 
theſe pious deſcendants of Abraham, to whom we 
have juſt alluded, would be much concerned, to 
diſſeminate the knowledge of the true God, to exhi- 
bit his word, and to recommend his worthip, to theſe 
poor benighted Egyptians. So much, feems to be 
implied, when it is ſaid, (verſe 18—22) © In that day 
ce five cities in the land of Egypt ſhall ſpeak the 
« language of Canaan, and- ſwear. to the Lord of 
t hoſts; one ſhall be called the city of deſtruction. 
In that day ſhall there be an altar to the Lord in 
«. the midſt of the land of Egypt, and a pillar in 
ce the border thereof unto: the Lord. ye it ſhall 
© be a fign-anda witneſs unto the Lord of hoſts, in 
« the land of Egypt: for, they ſhall cry unto the 
Lord becauſe of the oppreſſors, and he ſhall ſend 
them a Saviour and a great one, and he ſhall de- 
ef liver them. And the Lord ſhall be known to 
* Egypt, and the Egyptians ſhall know the Lord 
in that day, and ſhall do. ſacrifice and oblation, 
« yea, they ſhall vow a vow unto the Lord, and 
perform it. And the Lord thall ſmite-Egypt, he 
* ſhall ſmite and heal it, and they ſhall return even 
eto the Lord, and he ſhall-be entreated of them, 
s and fhall heal them.“ All this, may have ſome 
alluſion to what is. already paſt; but, I rather con- 
ceive of it, as referring to the future ſucceſs? of the 
lorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God in that country. 
And, in this view of the paſſage, though the calami- 
ties of this pebple have been great; though civil 
wars have deluged their fields with blood; though 
their river has withheld its wonted ſupply, and 
their orops have failed in'conſequence thereof; yea, 
though their country has become more vile and 
baſe than any other nation; Jehvyati will yet con- 
fer a bleſſing upon them, which ſhall more than 
ooinpenſate every preceding trial. Phe Egyptians 
thall gain by their loſſes; for, he that hath wound- 
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ed will heal; and he that hath empti will fill 
them with the rich treaſures of Goſpel Truth and 
Gtace. The happy influence and effects of which 
Goſpel upon the minds of men, and upon the con- 
duct of nations, are beautifully deſcribed in the 
words now to be conſidered. In that 7 
« there be a high- way out of Egypt,” &d. 

From which words I ſhall occaſion 

I. To ſhew that the Goſpel is, in its nature, a 
moſt valuable bleſſing. The Lord of hoſts ſhall 


bleſs, ſaying, © Bleſſed be ” &c. 

IL To point out Yome faluta effects of 
this Goſpel, as deſcribed in the text. n that day 
« ſhall there be a high-way,” & c. 


— to the method N we proceed 
to hex 2 

I. That the Goſpel, in its nature, is a moſt va- 
luable — we have expreſſed, in the 
25th verſe, © The Lord ſhall bleſs, ſaying, Bleſſed 


be Egypt,” &c. Now whether we conſider the 
Goſpel in its nature or effects, it muſt appear to be 


a rich and f| bleſsing ; for, this Goſpel not only 
proclaims the curſe removed, and the alone way and 
manner in which that could be effected, but like-' 
wiſe, the happy conſequences of it, in ſin pardoned,” | 
peace proclaimed, grace communicated, ſtrength* 
unparted, and, ſalvation ſecured. It diſcovers the 


way, in-which the empire of _ is broken, and the 


glory of the God of Salvation diſplayed. Such is its 
nature.—And, as to the regs, op of this Goſpel, 
that God, who only is able to eſtimate their worth 
or deſcribe their excellency, bas pronounced thoſe 


eyes bleſſed which are enlightened to ſee the 


glory of truth; and thoſe ears happy that are 
2 to hear and know this joyful ſound. 

e people, which have yot this Goſpel are deſcrib- 
ed, as NY the dark and deſolate parts of the 
earth ;—as ng in darkneſs, and abiding. under 


the empire of death of a — in its nature, far 


more 


* 
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more dreadful than the moſt ankil< or painful 
. diffolution of that union which ſubſiſts between 
' ſoul and body. The. Goſpel brings light to them 
that fit in darkneſs ;. proclaims liberty to the vaſ- 
ſals of fin; exhibits articles of peace to rebellious 
: tranſgreflors, and, in the fulneſs-of Chriſt, _ 
a paradiſe of delights to the ſouls of men. But, 
let us conffder this Goſpel as a bleſſing, in its na- 
. ture, real, great, general, and winch ſhall even- 


ur rove univerſal. 
"This Goſpel is that ad bleſſing, of which 


ll 8 bleſſings are but as mere ſhadows. The 
ht we behold, the food we receive, the raiment 
ith we clothe ourſelves, and the friends we 
: though all..of them bleflings, cannot be 
enjoy; the as ſecure. bleſſings.” Friends may fail 
us; clothes will wax old; our daily ſupply may be 
cut off; and even the ſun itſelf may be turned into 
darkneſs: but, if with the report, we are alſo 
takers of the grace ofthe Goſpel, as exhibit 
Chriſt, we have a moſt faithful friend; havi 
him on by faith, we are clothed with the- 115 
f neſs and with the garments of ſalvation ; 
in him, we have bread to eat of hich the men of 
this world have no conception, and, under the 
bleſſed beams of this Sun of Rightcouineſs, we find 
param | and refreſhment.: TO apply this to the 
theſe Egyptians, the ſtreams of their Nile 
A fail (ver. 5th); their gifterns or reſervoirs of 
water, called (ver. 6th) their brooks of defence, 
might be dried up; their papyrus, their wheat, their 
ye, and their flax might be deſtroyed (ver. 7th); 5 
yea, all their purpoſes andalltheir efforts might prove 
abortive, (ver. th) but, the Goſpel, like a river, 
ſhall make glad the nation to. which it flows; the 
Plant of Renown, therein exhibited, ſhall never 
-wither; the rich orops of Evangelic Truth and Mer- 
©y, ſhall never fail; and thereby ſhall the tians 
* ſupported, er N uit and 
N 
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enjoyment. When God thews favour to 
e —5 ng her rivers, multiply- 
ing her trade, or eſtabliſhing. 
concord; © theſs alt Gee e looked upon only as 
Ky _eonfequential” bleſſings : but, the knowled of 
3 — — and the 
to them the glorious Gaſpel of the 
eſe conſitus- that ral bleſſin 
lets he will: beſtow upon them“ . And, indeed. 
why is it ſtiled the glorious: | of the blaſſod 
God, but becauſe it reveals God in Chriſt as tha 
fountain of all bleſſedneſs - diſcovers thoſe ftreains 
of blefling, as flowing freely and abundantly from 
him to the moſt unworthy, and, as drawing forth 
thankſgiving; bleſsing, and praiſe from every hæart 
to which theſe waters of the ſanctuary flow. Learn, 
then, to eſtimate the :Goſpeb as a hllefsing, at once 
—— —— that let go or not 
and im with t ads d in 
i — — writings which fequre to — 
moſt —— retain nothing within | 
your graſp, — — The 
Goſpel nenn 


not only ſo, but = 
204. The Goſpetarhen propady conceined ofiia | 
a bleflinginot only real, 'but- The ſaul is 


always accounted the more part ol the man. 
But this Goſpel is 'a bleſsing more particularly in- 
none for the goed of the ſoul : and what fligll it 
t a mart ſhould he pain the whole world, and 
e his ſoult!— Nothing which the mind can on- 
bdeive—no; neither mines f gold, nor ziven of oil, 
nor the ſoil perpetually 3 » 
neſs, can ſupply its place. From aprophet wm qe 
baten tht to know God in Chi, s 6 de of al, 
wation, whioh-is the ſubject that h 
Lean rate 
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of every thing beſide. Although the fig- tree 
ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall the fruit be in 
4 the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and 
© the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock ſhall be 
« cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no 
„ herd in the ſtall, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 
“I will. joy in the God of my ſalvation “.“ But, 
there is no neceſſity to lead you into a long train of 
arguments to prove how great a bleſſing the Goſ- 
pel is, when, if I miſtake not the meaning, we have, 
in the words now before us, as full an evidence as 
we could wiſh. The grand treaſure of all new 
covenant bleſſings may be arranged under theſe” , 
three articles Bleſſings in God's purpoſe—bleſ- 
ſings diſcovered in what he performs—and bleſſings 
either connected with, or, conſiſting in the enjoy- 
ment of God himſelf. Now, to ſhew us how the 
whole complement of all theſe bleſſings is compre- 
hended in thoſe diſcoveries and enjoyments impart- 
ed to men by the Goſpel, ſee how they all here 
ſtand arranged. In virtue of the everlaſting purpoſes 
4 his grace, God, foreſceing what he intended to 
do, ſays, © Blefled be Egypt my people: Calling 
them a people that were not yet a people, and her 
beloved, who was yet lying under the curſe.— 
Looking forward to things that were not as though- 
they were, and feeling his power to accompliſh - - 
all his pleaſure :—In the contemplation of what he 
had to effect upon the hearts of men, he adds, © and 
* bleſſed be Aſſyria the work of my hands.” —But, 
ſtill extending the proſpect to that ſeaſon when the 
church ſhall enjoy the kingdom, aud himſelf the 
tulneſs of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, he winds up the 
whole, by challenging them as his portion; ſaying, 
* and bleſſed he Iſrael mine inheritance.” So, that 
there is not a bleſſing contained in the purpofe in 
the performance or in the enjoyment of God—but 
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the Goſpel unfolds, proclaims, and exhibits that 
bleſſing to us. Of all bleſſings then that the mind 
can conceive, or the heart enjoy, the Goſpel may 


be pronounced a great, and, by way of revelation or 


exhibition, the greateſt of all bleſſings. In this 
| Goſpel, to them who were no people, the great Je- 


hovah ſays, * 4 are my people, while they are 
, and “ this God is and ſhall be our 
« God for ever and ever”. To the reality and great- 
neſs of this bleſſing, may I noet 
3. Pronounce the Goſpel to be a general bleſ- 
ſing. The diſcovery itſelf is not only one, and the 
bleſſing diſcovered by it, the ſame ; but, in it's na- 
ture, it is ſuited to all nations and people. Egypt 


and Aſſyria, Iſrael and Britain, have but one com- 


mon ſalvation. Only one Saviour is to be held out 


to them all. In every country the Goſpel finds 
men in the very ſame ſtate; and in that deplorable 


condition it holds out to them the ſame grace, the 


ſame remedy, and the ſame encouragement. For 
there is no other name given under heaven, in 


which men can be ſaved, but that of Jeſus. Other 


foundation can no man lay, for the ſupport of dif- 


tant countries, or the hope of future ages, than that 
which is now placed before us. True, the meſſen- 


gers of divine mercy may be ſent, to different na- 


tions may have to addreſs them in different langu- 


ages, and find the mind of men affected with vari- 
odus prejudices; but, whetherthey addreſs themſelves 
to Jews or Gentiles, to Ethiopians or Europeans, to 
* the more northern inhabitants of Greenland, or the 
Southern Iſlanders of Otaheite, ftill they have 


but one Goſpel to preach. With great propriety has 
this Goſpel been denominated by ſome the religion 
of ſinners: And truly it is wiſely adapted to ſin- 


ners of all ſorts, of all climates, and of all ages. 
| Yes, to all it will be found a faithful word. worthy 


of their cordial acceptance, that Jefus Chriſt came 
into the world to ſave not only finners; but the 
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very chief of ſinners. Permit me to add, 
4. This Goſpel will eventually prove a univerſal 
bleſſing to mankind, It informs us, that, in Chriſt, 
not only the Egyptians, Aſſyrians, and Iſraelites, 
but all the families of the earth ſhall be bleſſed. 
To him ſhall the Heathen be given for an inhe- 
ritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth for his 
. poſſeſſion. Men. ſhall be bleſſed in him, yea, all 
nations ſhall call him bleſſed. His dominion ſhall 
be from ſea to ſea, and from the river to the ends 
of the earth. Nor is it improbable, that the three 
countries here mentioned, were fixed upon as a 
- ſpecimen of the whole. This, perhaps, may be 
implied in that expreſſion, © Iſrael thall be the third 
„with Egypt and with Aſſyria, even a bleſſing in 
* the midit of the land,” or earth. Thus ſhall the 
law go forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord 
0 9d from Jeruſalem. It ſhall ſpread from pro- 
vince to province, from kingdom to kingdom, and 
from pole to pole, till every, iſland of the ſea ſhall 
be viſited with this grand diſcovery of divine 
and mercy. This invaluable blessing ſhall ſwell, 
burſt, bloſſom, and fill the earth with the ſavour 
of the knowledge of Chriſt: And that day come, 
when the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
the glory of God. 
Let us now, 8 
II. Point out ſome of the ſalutary effects of this 
Goſpel, as deſcribed in the text. In that day ſhall 
there beahigh- way, &c. and amongſt the pleaſing 
effects to be produced by the Goſpel, may I not, 
in the front, place ie | 
1. Its ne to make one nation a bleſſing to 
another. In the preſent ſtate of things, which is a 
ſtate of horrid war and deyaſtation, nations are far 
from proving bleſſings to each other. In their va- 
rious conflicts for power, or from pride, the battle of 
the warrior is carried on with confuſed: noiſe ant 
garments rolled in blood; but, in the period re- 


-, 
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ferred to in the text, © Iſrael ſhall be a bleſſing inthe + 
* midſt of the earth.” And if we only glance at the 
contents of the Goſpel, how does it appear wiſely 
calculated to bring about ſo deſirable a bleſſing. 
It informs us, that the ſeparating wall, which once 
in ſo great a meaſure confined the manifeſtation 
of God's love and glory to a particular nation, is 
broken down—the vail, which was hung up be- 
fore the temple of the great Jehovah, is rent—that 
God hath made of one blood all nations of men— 
— that he now commandeth them every where to re- 
j pent—ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, who worthip 
_ - him in ſpirit and in truth—and that in every na- 
| | tion he that feareth God and worketh righteouſ- 
1 neſs ſhall be accepted of him. In ſhort, it aſſures us, 
| | = that God is no longer the God of the Jew only, but of 
| u the Gentile alſo- that whoſoever ſhall in faith call 
1 _ his name, ſhall be ſaved, and that in &very 
_ - . Place, incenſe ſhall be offered to his name and a 


| | | pure offering. And in proportion as the truth of 
1-18 this Gofpel comes to enhghten the underſtanding, 
| 


its power to penetrate the hearts, and its grace to 
influence the minds and meliorate the actions of 
the inhabitants of the different nations, its harmo- 
nizing and inviting effects will become manifeſt. 
* Iſrael ſhall be a bleſſing in the midſt of the earth.” 
The Jews, upon their converſion, being reſtored 

A to their own land, and influenced by Goſpel prin- 
10 | ciples, their hearts will expand with earneſt deſires 
for the ſalvation of the Gentile nations. No. re- 
maining diſtinction ſhall be found between Jew and 
Gentile, bond and free, male and female, but all 
ſhall be confidered as one body in Chriſt. A fav- 
ing diſcovery of Jeſus, in his perſon and work, and 
the operations of his ſpirit and grace upon their 
' - minds, will deſtroy all thoſe little party-prejudices, 
which have fo long divided the family of Adam. 
Dolonger ſhall they look upon each other as ſtrangers 

anqd foreigners, but as fellow citizens, and the 8 IN 
| | : | ho 
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hold of God. Built upon the ſoundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the chief corner-ſtone, they ſhall grow up into an 
holy temple in the Lord. If, then, the falling away 
of the Jews has proved the riches of the world ; 
and the diminiſhing_of them the riches of the 
Gentiles, how much more their fulneſs! If, through 
their rejection, Gentiles became reconciled to God, 
what ſhall the receiving of them be, but as life from 
the dead! 
2. Another effect of the Goſpel, is to unite the 
hearts of men to one another. The doors of the 
Church and of the heart ſhall then be thrown wide 
open to all thoſe who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in fincerity. Iſrael, Egypt; and Affyria, ſhall be 
confederated together in bonds of truth, grace, and 
peace. Every man ſhall then ſeek his brother, and 
every man the good of his neighbour, agreeably 
to that memorable prediction,“ The inhabitants of 
« one city ſhall go to another, ſaying, let us go 
* ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to ſeek the 
* Lord of hoſts; Yea, many people, and ſtrong na- 
tions ſhall come to ſeek the Lord of hoſts in Je- 
e rufalem and to pray before the Lord“. This 
will probably bring on the converſion of the fulneſs 
of the Gentiles, ſo brilliantly deſcribed by Iſaiah, in 
the ſixtieth chapter of his Prophecy. | 
O bleſſed Goſpel! the conſtituted mean of ſo- 
defirable an union ! They ſhall love as brethren— 
Brethren, who are objects of the ſame everlaſting 
love—redeemed by the ſame precious blood—par- _ 
takers of the ſame grace - poſſeſſors of the ſame pri- 
vileges, and heirs of the heavenly inheritance. Hap- 
py union! to be one in Chriſt! Defirable blessing ! 
to be rendered uſeful one to another. May the 
ſhowers of mercy be ſo poured out from on high, as 
not only to afford times of refreſhing to the garden 
already incloſed; but, that the wilderneſs'may be- 


»Zeck. viit, 21, 22. | 
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come as a fruitful field! May the fervent prayers, 
the hoty converſation, the liberal oblations, and the 
bright example of God's own People, in this land, 

render this country a blessing in the midſt of the 
earth! Illumined and warmed with the beams of 


 evangelic truth, may we be enabled to keep the 


_ of the ſpirit in the bonds of peace! 

The Goſpel. has alſo a tendency to promote 
- intercourſe among. nations. In that day, 
there ſhall be a high way out of Egypt into Aſſyria 
and the Aſſyrian ſhall come into Egypt, &c. The 
idea of the balance of power, ſo frequently talked of, 


and in ſupport of which the hoſts of the nations have 


been ſo oſten called out into the field, and countries 
laid deſolate by all the horrors of war, ſhall be for- 


gotten and loſt out of view; while the inhabitants 


of ſome diſtant æra ſhall be privileged to contem- 
plate a ſtill grander object, in the unity of the power 
of all the nations, diſplayed. in one grand combina- 


tion, to become ſubject to God, to Chriſt, and to his 


Goſpel. In that bleſſed day, their ſwords ſhall be beat- 
en into plough-ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning 
hooks, nation ſhall not envy nor infringe upon na- 
tion, neither ſhall they learn war any more. Trade 
and commerce will be then widely extended, and 


carried on upon the moſt honourable principles. The 


buyer will not ſeek to depreciate the quality of that 


article he withes to poſſeſs ; nor the ſeller to en- 
hance the worth of that with which he is diſpoſed 


to part; but honour and equity ſhall be their 


guides, and men will learn to do to others, as they 
would that others ſhould do to themſelves. Property 
will then be conſidered as facred, and its poſſeſſors 
ſecure, while conveying it from country to coun- 

try. Even in the buſineſs of the world, the hearts of 
men ſhall. be devoted to God, and their hands em- 


ployed for his ſervice. Trade ſhall flourfſh, hap- 
pineſs be greatly promoted; and, an intercourſe, a as, 


extenſive as it will be honourable, ſhall ſubſiſt 


amongſt 
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amongſt the inhabitants of far diſtant countries. 
There ſhall be a high way out of Egypt to Aſſyria; 
and the Aſſyrian ſhall come into Egypt, and the 
Egyptian into Aſſyria.“ It ſhall then be ſeen that 
they have been with Jeſus, and that they act as thoſe | 
who belong to him; and, probably, in that day, a 
Jew will be as much revered and renowned for his 
piety and probity, as he is at preſent for the re- 
verſe of both. The grace, the power of the Goſpel, 
ſoftens, melts down, and tends, as it were, to incor- 
porate the hearts of men one with another. It 
unites human ſpirits, in different nations, to love 
and ſerve the Lard, —For | 
4. Mutual communion in religous concerns 
is alſo another effect reſulting from the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. Not only“ ſhall the Aſſyrian come 
into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Aſlyria, but“ the 
Egyptian ſhall erde, that is worſhip “with the Aſ- 
* ſynans.” Every ſtumbling block ſhall then be re- 
moved out of the way of the people; and every 
unneceſſary reſtraint, bein 1 the conſciences 
of men ſhall be under no ſhackles but thoſe of con- 
- viction. True, even then, the Egyptian and the 
Aſſyrian may have their peculiar attachments to 
this, or to that form of worſhip, but there ſhall be 
ſuch an unity, as to their faith in God, andtheirmu- 
tual affection to each other, that they ſhall ſerve to- 
gether. © Every valley ſhall then be exalted, and 
* every mountain ſhall be made low, and the crooked 
 * ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough places plain, 
and the glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and 
« all fleſh ſhall ſee it together: for the mouth of 
the Lord hath ſpoken it.” * Happy, deſirable ſea- 
ſon! © When the parched ground ſhall” become 
* a pool, and the thirſty land ſprings of water. And 
da highway ſhall be there, and a way, and it ſhall 
* be called the way of holineſs: the unclean thatl 


* Tfaiah, xl 4, 5. 
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cc nat paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe: the way- 
+ faring men, though fools, ſhall not err therein, 
No hon ſhall be there, nor any ravenous beaſt 
*-ſhall go up thereon, it ſhall not, be found there: 
but the redeemed ſhall walk there, and the ran- 
& ſomed of the Lord ſhall return and come to Zion 
« with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads: 
© they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow 
„ and fighing ſhall flee away.” * | 
To draw towards a gloſe.. by 

If ſuch be the influence and effects of the Goſ: 
pel, while we poſſeſs it in its purity, and profeſs an 
attachment toit, be it our concern to prove, thatſuch 
are its influences upon our hearts and conduct. 
With this in view, the members of the Miſſionarß 
Society have embarked in a work, which, we flatter 
ourſelves, will prove an extenſive and laſting bleſſing 
to the world. The love of Chriſt—a concern for the 
ſalvation of immortal, but, in my view, of now 5 
riſhing ſouls and a deſire to promote the diſplay _ 
of God's chief glory, were the matives which firſt 
induced us to coaleſce in this grand deſign; and 
ſtill impel us to preſs forward. All our little dif- 
ferences and diſtinctions we leave at the foot of the 
hill, while, like the tribes of Iſrael in ancient days, we 
now meet, as one general aſſembly, in Chriſt our 
Temple: here to conſecrate our united petitions, 
counſels, and efforts to extend the diſplay of his 
glory. We have a work before us, in which our 


views harmoniſe — our hands and ſouls unite. 


Here, the Churchman and the Diſſenter acknow- 
ledge but one head—love as brethren, and aim 
at one object: That object, not the promoting of 
this or that party, but to elevate and advance the 
ſpread of eternal truth. We ſeek not our own, but 
the things of Chriſt; and if he be exalted, let forms 
crumble back into their original chaos, and diſ- 

* Iſaiah, xxxv. 5, &c. 5 
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Me are met, upon a ſubject congenial 
to the philanthropic feelings of all our hearts. In 
every breaſt, the prevailing ſentiment, I truſt, is 
this, Let the Lord be glorified. © And, is there an 
| ngelical Miniſter, whether in the eſtabliſhed 
church or ont of it, that can withold his amen in 
the general reſponſe? God forbid. But, ve want 
more than their amen, we call for their el, their 


influence, and their ſupport, in helping forward this 


work of the Lord. Oh! it grieves—it oppreſſes my 
ſpirits much, when I obſerve the cold reſerve, the 
parent indifference, the half-exprefied diſa 


ap 0 | 
bation, diſcovered by ſome of my Brethren, I had 


almoſt ſaid, Fathers in the miniſtry®. In the decline 
of life, may I be permitted to ſpeak freely? Surel 
the winter of ag not frozen up our zeal forGod, 
or benumbed the tender feelings of our hearts for the 

| ſouls of men! O that all: would gird on their wea- 


pons to their fide, and put their hands to this work“! 
As much for their own-peace, honour and happineſs, 


do I wiſh it, as for the ſucceſs of the work itſelf: 


- Being fully perſuaded in my own mind, that if they 

to repent; for 
God can and will carry it on without our puny aid. 
Are they Churchmen? Let them diſcover it by ſeek- 


do not, they will have 


ing the extent of the Church of God. Are they 


Diſſenters from all national eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- - 


ments? So am I But be this one of the firſt arti- 
eles of our creed, that we diſſent from a Laodicean 


ſpirit; and that we are not actuated by party views, 
but by a principle of pure love to God and to the 


The above remarks were by no means 1 5 to reflect 


upon individuals; much leſs to 2 upon the rights of pri- 


vate judgment; but were expreſſive of the Author's great con- 


cern, that many, long taught in the ſchool of experience, and 


whoſe preſence and counſels would have forwarded fo 


god a 


cauſe, ſhould, from whatever motives, be held back — a 
work which requires the united-efforts of Chriſtians of every 
denomination. 34 6M. 7 $i, 


u er.. At 
among Chriſtians be obliterated and 


D ſouls 
*  .&f 
» 4 * * * 
8 % 
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ſouls vf men. In this undertaking, every ener 
retain his peculiar ſentiments and Set conteibuts 


.. 


aid to the work of the Lord. 8 


wake the iuhabitanta of other iſlands, or continents, 


Churchmen or Diſſenters but Chriſtians. And, if 
Chriſt be faithfully preached to them, let the views 
of the Miſſionary reſpecting theſe circumſtantials, be 


what they may, we can and will rejoice. In thoſe 
countries, to which their courſe is to be directed, the 


people will have nothing to diflent from, but their 
idols and their fins. And when any from among 
the Heathens are called to Chriſt, their eftabliſh- 
ment will confiſt, in being built up in him. 
To conclude. Upon all the friends of the Goſ- 
pel I call, beſceching them to plead for the ſucceſs 
of the religion of Jeſs, i in our own land, and in the 
world at ; May the word of the Lord have 
free courſe and be glorified Pray for the ſemina- 
ries of learning, thoſe ſchools of the prophets, where 
qur.youjrare training up for future ſervice in the 
 Churehes. Ma the Lord of the harveſt thruſt 
forth many ſkiltul, t and fucceſsful labourers 
into the field *. —. ſo for miniſters already called 
to labour in the word and doctrine of the Goſpel: 

| that they may be burning and ſhining lights —zea- 


. Jous for God—wiſe, to win ſouls— happy in 


ing them to Chriſt. Nor forget to plead for 
ofe Miſſionaries who have fo freely offered them- 
ſelves for the work of the Lord. May that Saviour, 


who manifeſted himſelf to the beloved Diſciple in 


| Patmos, meet them in the iſlands of the South 
Sea, reveal bimſelf as their counſellor, protector, 


guide, and glory, and ſay, Lo! I am with you. 


ay Truth and Liberty fill the world, and God be 


lorified in e\ language, and 1 every people, 
o CEOS 8 | 
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25 will 2 ay 4 to rhe sovrn, Kerr NOT BACK. 


\ V HERE is the oldeſt, 1 the wiſeſt, whats 
the bolieſt of Miniſters, who, ſtanding at this mo- 
ment on this eminence; would be proof againſt 
Fear and Trembling? Reflections like theſe muſt 
intimidate any one: what new thing, which hath 
not been ſpoken” by others; what 'weighty; what 
affecting; what animating can you hope to utter, 
worthy the ears of ſo great and enhghtened an au- 
dience; worthy the ears of ſo many wiſe and ex- 
perienced Miniſters of Chriſt; worthy the prayers, 
worthy the expectations of all; and worthy an o 
— 4 the greateſt that can enter into the mind of 
Man: I had almoſt ſaid, of Angel. Indeed we 
have divine authority for believing, that a principal 
part of the ſtudy of Angels is the Salvation by-Je/us 
2 *: and that a great part of their happineſs, 
e preſence of God himſelf, .is hows Converſion 
| of Sinners r. : 

A moment then of prayer afford 1 me, that this 
molt feeble of tongues may be ſtrengthened from 
on 2 and I plunge into the ſubje cr. 

will jay to'the South, Keep not back. * What 
3 5 we here? Three things very obſervable.” 
1. * Ganda, _ the r one who 1} ſpeaks 


* 1 Peter 12, 4 If # Luke, 10. 
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to the South Region of the world: and ſpeaks as 
one auer. You gueſs who he is. The | 
very perſonage you want, in the Miſſion bee 
ou. 
F IE The Felitity of the Pine: the South; the 
very place now in contemplation ſor converſion, 
I will fay 7 the Soth, | 
III. The Glory of the thing ſpoken. Kiep not 
back. Let the Sea. the South Sen, give up her dead: 
5 dead in Paganiſm and Sin. The very object 
oar Affoviation, Prayers and Exertions. 
"7 Then I point your attention to the Grandeur 
the Speaker in the Text. Who is He? The 
June be uſſumes is that of one, who nted only 
ea, to be heard, felt and obeyod through all Na- 
ture. Plaialy then it is He, who is the GREAT { 
AM; in compariſon with whom the Univerſe with 
all its furniture is s Nothing: who only Spake, 
S forth, | without any pre- 
principle of exiſtence, the whole Beautiful, 
Port a and.. Multitudinous Creation: who vnly 
- py > and all Being would as 
— — it appeared. Such an Agent, ſu 
a Fend, one fo. High and ſuffioes 
| . Never forget his Grandeur. 
Well! but what will he A Or (raking and 
| ine being the vert phony es what will be 
He promiſes to intereſt himſelf in Conreakacs 
of the Heathen : of courſe ta take well at dur hands, 
and to wag Yo attempts for their converſion: he 
engages to the ſpmitual ſeed of Abraham to 
the Church of Chriſt, where- 
the 
ever confined at preſent in groſs 
A ſecondary this of the text, which I believe 
no Interpreter of Holy Writ will rge& : and which, 
like the other prophecies, referring ultimately to 
Jz80s Cunisr, and THE Chuncn, ks much ex- 


* 


F 
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cseds the Primary, Hiſtorical fenfe, as the fub- 
ſtance excels the ſhadow; as Jnavs C nnter is 
greater than Cyn vs; and as Deliverance from 
eternal Miſery ſurpaſſes deliverance from Babylon, 

or any temporal evil whatever. 

In an undertaking then like this before you, 
how divinely pleaſant and all-ſupporting is the 
conſideration, that the Immenſe and Inconceivable 
God joins you, and ifes to command the 
South to ſurrender at diſcretion to his bleſſed Goſ- 
pel. What more do you aſk? Surely the Gran- 
deum of the Speaker a as much in his Conde- 
feenfion, Pity and indneſs, as in his Eſſential 

Rank and Supremacy. ; 

But how will he ſpeak? This, too, ually with 
the reft, will diſplay h his Grandeur. ' Not merely 
to the Underſtanding, but to the Conſeience and 
Heart: to all the ſecret ſprings of our Nature: fo 
as to make converts not to the Sed of the Naza- 
renes, but to Righteouſneſs: not to Chriſtianity only, 
but to Chrift. 

Take two or three inftances. One ſhall be that 
of St. Matthew: another that of St. Paul: and a 
third of one without any name. 

St. Matthew was in the heart of buſineſs, fitting. 
at the receipt of Cuſtom. God our Saviour, in a 
plain habit, and mean appearance, paſſes by; and 
ſays to him, - e Follow Me.” At that inſtant the 
word thrilled through all his Frame. He forgat 
Cz/ar's accompts, which he was making up, and 
his own Profits therefrom; down fell the Pen from 
his-mouth, the Money- ſcales from his hands; and, 
without waiting to attend to conſequences, he * 
aroſe and followed Chriſt; was addicted to him inti- 
mately, and became His to his dying day. 

St. Paul was in the very dregs of ſelf-confidence, 
and the opinion of his own merit. The command- 
ment came to him, Ton SHALT NOT COVET; Sin 

| | . revived, 


* 
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| revived, and ze died. He ſaw-and: felt in a mo» 
ment, he had coveted. a thouſand things, which 
8 God had not thought fit to allow him: that he 
f coveted the world and its indulgences; that he 
was neither that contented, nor that abſtracted and 
heavenly minded creature the Law commanded he 
* ſhould be. The ſight of his inſtance of the cor- 
ruption of his nature introduced others. He ſunk 
under the preſſure of univerſal. Guilt, though a 
man of the firſt punctiliouſneſs in Religion, and 
great external innocence of Life: Sin revived . 
its ſubtilty, extent and condemnation: he 
ceived himſelf wholly undone, inſtead of being, as 
he thought before, ſecure above others of Salva- 
tion: he died. This is the ſaving manner in which 
| God ſtill ſpeaks by his Goſpel, and in which, as 
you will hear more largely hereafter, he promiſes 
to ſpeak to the South. 
But whois that I ſee yonder, coming out of the. 
temple: of Yenus, the . Goddeſs of Luft, . adored at. 
. Corinth? He ſtrolls into a large Hovel of a Primi- 
tive Church: and what does he- do there? Look 
at the 5 Epiſile of Corinthians, the lAth chap. 
and 24th and 25th verſes. He enters; he hears; 
but ſurely hears, not only Man ſpeaking to the ear, 
but God ſpeaking to his inmoſt ſoul. For «© he is. 
convinced of all: he is judged of all.” He feels him- 
ſelf ſuddenly a Priſoner arraigned, tried, and con- 
demned. - very thing be hears and ſees, ſhoots 
the conviction into him of his own wrong ſtate of 
foul, and the ſafe and happy one of the miniſters 
and people of Chriſt. The ſecrets of his heart are 
made manifeſt: that God requireth truth in the in- 
ward parts, but there it is not, in him.: that his 
entire frame of deſires and aims is all evil, none of 
it. b y and devoted: and that all the foundations 
: ſoul are out of courſe. What more 7 The 


Kom. vii. 2th and gth verſes. G 1 | 
| | Wb illumination 
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inumination of his mind affects his body. The 
views are more than he can ſupport. He is brought 
wholly under the power of divine Truth, and can- 
not ſtand 2 0 terally. “He falls down on hies 
face and wor, 1 owns the Purity and Ma- 
jeſty of God, the proportional Evil of Sin, and the 
Sovereignty, with which he may either confer Mercy 
or conſigu him to Puniſhment. From that mo- 
ment you have a Chriſtian indeed, and one, who 

Aike this Aſſociation, which, having found 2 
life themſelves in Chriſt Jeſus, wiſh all others to par 
take of it) © reports” abroad, to all within his her 
of communication, © that God i is in this peep 
truth.” He diſcovered that God had a People e, upon 

earth vaſtly different from the reſt of Mankind, and __ 
much ſuperior to them; of a truth, beyond a doubt, 
the very people of God: that this people had an in- 2 
tercourſe with God in Prayer, and Grace and Com- 3 
fort, unknown to others: "that God by his Fear, by 
his Love, by his Virtues, manifeſtly dwelt in them. 

By the way; never enough to be valued is this 
ſpecimen, preſerved to — the Holy Ghoſt, of 
Saving —— under the Sauer of Chr; in an- 

ö cient times: becauſe it exactly correſponds to- what 
the people of God call converſion now, and there- 

fore, completely refutes the charge of Enthuſiaſm 

on the one hand, and the. allegation on the other, 

that by. converſion is merely meant © a * 
« from Judaiſm or Paganiſm to Chriſtianity:“ for 
much more is here repreſented: particular Y, The 
Secrets of the Heart made manifeſt. 

Not unfitly, therefore, may this Catechiſm ge 
round this building, and every one atk himſelf, 
whether in the midſt of Chriſtianity he has been 
converted to Chriſt, like the model of converſion 

here held up to view. For without. Mt e he 
muſt 3 . | 


hn il. Marth, wil. 5, ke 5 
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We ſet the Grandeur of the Speaker indeed in 


theſe and all ſimilar inſtances. The voice of the 


/ Lord is a glorious voice: the voice of the Lord ad- 


drefſed to the Heart is mighty in operation. 


let let me remark #v0+things. Firſt : does the 


meffable Jexovan himſelf promiſe to ſpeak, and 
to ſpeak in this manner fo penetrating and com- 
manding? then, let us not regret the want of Mi- 
racles to convert the Heathen. The promiſe of 


the Text ſuffices alone. Miracles indeed were 


neceffary, when our Lord appeared upon earth; to 
aſcertam;once for all, to the age then exiſting, and, 
upon the faith of hiſtory, to all ſucceeding ages, 
the divinity of his perſon and miſſion. The ſuſ- 
penſion of the Laws of Nature upon tit occaſion 


Was at leaſt as fit, as their original conftitution : 


inaſmuch as Salvation is more important than Crea- 
tion: but the end obtained, the uſe of miracles ceaſ- 
eth of courſe, EB — 
But have Miracles, Miſſionary; and what do 
gain? I they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 


neither will they be perſuaded, though the miracle of 


one rifing from the dead were afforded. They can 
effect nothing, where the diſpoſition is fixed, not 


#0 be convinced by any evidence whatever, Have 
Miracles; and they can be imputed, as thoſe of 
our Lord were, to Illuſions upon the Senſes, to 


Coltafion with the Subjects, and to Commerce 
with the Devil. But go forth with the Promiſe in 
the Text, of him who commanded the Light to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, ſhining upon the hearers hearts, and 


What greater Miracle than Converſion itſelf? 


Far greater the Miracle of Renewing the Soul, 
than any which Jeſus Chrift wrought on the body : 


as he himſelf ſays, He that believeth on me greater 


works than theſe ſhall he do: far greater in point of 


worth, and greater in point of power: for Phyſical | 
„ F Nature 


4 
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Nature hath no refiſtance to make to Deity, while 


- Moral Nature hath, alas! how great a repug- 
nance to the breaking-up of all its old habits of ' 
Thought, and Eaſe, 2 Self-deceit, and 

ment of things preſent and ſenſible, not of the ins 
tellectual, and ritual. and remote in the warld to 
come. 

Stand by- a Thorn, and ſuddenly fee its ftem 
change, its leaves vary, its prickles tall, and inſtead 
of theſe an elegant, an odorous and a flowering 
Myrtle appear. A miracle this, I trow. See a 
fierce and untameable wild beaſt ſuddenly loſe its 


nature, and become docile and domeſtic; a little 


child leading it. A miracle, I trow. Let an 
Athiopian whiten, and a Leopard ſhed his ſpots. 
Let a Man in the midſt of exiſtence be Re 1 
Theſe events, and a Reſurrection from : 
and a New Creation, are of the nature of Ws 
and they are Images continually . by the 
Holy Ghoſt to repreſent Converſion. 

Be content with theſe miracles, and expect them 
—— * who ſays, [ will ſay to South, th, Keep no 
14 C 95 
Baut ſomething elſe, Secandly, daes the fublime 
and awful Speaker in the text, Soomiſe his Effici- 
ency in converting the Heathen, on ſuppoſition, 
that we become his organ? Then let us no longer 
blame our Maker for the partial communication of the - 
| Goſpel. As was ſaid by the Iſraelites to the Egyp- 

tian taſk-maſters, * the fault is in thine own people." 

Very civil and ingenious have been the Apalo- 
gies, invented by good and learned men far our 

laker; becauſe fo few are enlightened with the 
Goſpel. One tells you, that the illumination of 
the world, by flow degrees, is analagous to the me- 
thod of furniſhing individuals with knowledge: an 
inferior meaſure imparted in infancy, more in child- 

| hood, more pet in proth, in my of years, _ „ 
2 


/ 


— 


— 
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old age: and others ſuggeſt other accounts of the 
_ ſame e Myſtery of Providence, as it is-called : but the 
fact is; firſt, the Almighty from the beginning 


made it the duty of Parents to teach the Goſpel to 
their children to the end of time: aided by the 


- Miniſters and Offices of Religion. Where theſe 


means have failed by human negligence, and the 
blending operation of vice and folly, God is blame- 
leſs. | 
Les At the deluge, proviſion was made 
in for enlightening all the world with divine 
ruth, by the conſtitution of Noah, a preacher 7 

Ri ghteouſntfs, to be the Refounderof Mankind. If 
the Poſterity of Maß in their migrations any 
where failed of their duty, in duly repreſenting the 
future great Sacrifice of the Lamb of God, as the 


= only medium of Mercy, while they ſcattered my 


where the Notion of Sacrifice as propitiato — 
Sin, God is blameleſs ſtill. Men have been faith- 
leſs to their Truſt of communicating the Goſpel; | 
God is not deficient in his Province, : 

At length, however, when Truth was almoſt ex- 
tin guiſhed univerſally by the vices of men, it pleaſed 


God, for. its preſervation upon earth, to ſet up the 


Jewiſh Polity; and thence, in the various diſper- 
= of that people, to ſend out important notices ' 
| to the great Emiſſion of Light on 


the day e Pentecoſt. Then the twelve Apoſtles, 


and the ſeventy Diſciples, and the Converted, aſſem- 


bled at that time from all parts of the world, went 


ſorth on all ſides of the bibitable globe, preachin 
Jefus. Where theſe flopped, it was the duty of tho 
in that ſpot to have proceeded further, and every 
svhere. In one word, the Goſpel is committed to 


Chriſtians by their God and Saviour? in TRUST, 
not only for their own private uſez#but for the 


moſt univerſal communication poſſible: and Sin, 
great Sin, lies at our door for unfaithfulneſs to this 
moſt 9 of all 5 - © Go ye into all the 


world,” 


% 
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«vorld,” ſays Jeſus Chriſt, « ond preach the Goſpel ts 


every creature, and lo! I am with you alway, even 


to the end of the World.” If we have not done it, 
let us not accuſe Jeſus Chriſt, as though he had not 
made it our duty, 
You whifper; But if Succeſs is thus indefinitely 
aſſured to Goſpel Miſſions, none can fail of effect. 
I anſwer, firſt, I believe none do fail altogether - 


of effect. Something, I believe, is always done, 


preparatory to a future full converſion: as Light 
was created on the firſt day, but not collected into 
- a Sun's orb till the fourth day. Timber muſt be 
felled, and ftones or brick brought together, for 
the building of an houſe, and are Nt a leſs ne- 
ceſſary, though the houſe be not built for months 
afterwards. ' 2 the promiſe in the text, _ 
every ſimilar one, muſt be /u fuppeſed to 8 
though God will command ſucceſs, it 
through a i- inflrument. Where 5 Silla — 
wicked, or ignorant, no one can imagine the Deity 


will ſpeed them. This Benefit, like moſt others, 


fails through ſome fault in ourſelyes, through none 


in our Bleſſed Maſter, Thirdly, God wi will work, 
but, it muff be ſuppoſed, in a way ' worthy himſelf: 


worthy the extent and relations of his vaſt moral 
Government: that is, in a way worthy his infinite 
WISDOM as well as- Goodneſs. He therefore muſt 
judge, what places, what perſons, and at what pe- 
riods, he will convert. Not to all places, and to 
all individuals, and at one time, but to thouſands 
in ſome places; to not ſo many in others, and in 
others to none as yet, muſt his Wiſdom be ſuppoſed 


to ſee it ſuitable to preſent his Goſpel. Man is a 


moral agent, and as ſuch muſt be treated; not as, a 
Block or Machine. 

And this is enough for our purpoſe. Duty 1s 
our Province; Events of Time, Perſon, Num 
belong to our Maker. And that expectation of 


— 


ſucceſe, which he raiſes | in our performance of our 


duty, 


* 1 
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is not only general, but uery ample : *b!T 
2 you why even unto the od of the wor 
ſays our Maker, in the New Teftament : © I will 5 ay 
10 . South, Keep not, back,” ſays the ſame divine 
Perſonage in the Old. 

Neither here may be omitted, the very affecding 
circumſtance of = date, when our Lord * the 
charge to his Followers to the Goſpel eve 
where, and to rely on his — Aa in ſo x ak kt 
was at the moment of his leaving our Earth for Hea- 
wen. St. Matthew makes this Precept and Pro- 
miſe the very laſt thing which (Ari Take, before 
the parting benediction; ſignifying, how much the 
Buſineſs lay on his heart, and that this was 10 
Heart he was carrying up into Heaven. 

But come we 
II. To the Felicity ofthe Place. &] will ſay to 
« the South, Keep not back.” 

True it is, no particular country is ſpecified in 
the South. The Iſlands, to which you are ſending, 
are not named. And better ſo than otherwiſe. 
Far were the deſtination as preciſe as in the tenth 

of Acts, © Send men 10 Joppa, and enquire. for one 
— Simon, whoſe ſurname is Peter: he lodgeth with 
% one Simon, 4 Tamer, by the ſea-fide,” we might 
fear that there the Goſpel would ſtop; and ſhould 
Have little heart to labour elſewhere. Particulars 
may exclude Generals, but Generals muſt include 
Particulars: and therefore when the South region 
of the World is propoſed to our Labours and 
Prayers, no one ſpot there is exempt from our 
Doty and Hope of Succeſs: conſequently, not 
theſe very Iſlands to which you are ſending. 

The South region of the Earth, indeed, is pro- 

poſed to our Exertions and Expectations, amonef 
| * other cardinal points of the world, the E, 
nz, and North; but, beyond controverſy, not 

the Leſs for being i in their company. If each comes 
within 


GOD's CALL, OUR DIRECTORY. 55 
within our duty and proſpects, then at our peril 
to omif any: therefore. we may not omit the 
_ South: bo $944 9.38 +5; | 
- Surely none of us, for the. fake of the object of 
this miſſion, could wiſh the;South to ſtand fingle 
in the Commiſſion. You would not caſhier the 
North, with-the great work. on the coaſt of Labra- 
dor. You would not caſhier the Eaf and Weſt, 
with the great work in either Indies. But are 
happy, while one region and promiſe is for them, 
another is for you. f . 
Add to which, immenſely encouraging in this 
miſſion is the grand Promiſe of UNIVERSAL Con- 
VERSION : that the Anotſedge of the Lord ſhall one 
day cover the earth, as the waters cover the ſeas:“ 


and another, © that the fulneſ of the Gentiles all 


come in: and many like texts. For hence it is in- 
ferable, that theſe very Hands are deflined to Con- 
verſion; It is in the fates, that OrAHRTTE ſhall be 
called. Conſequently, not the Place, only the 
Time is uncertain. But, © 4s of that day and hour 
(of the laſt judgment) © knoweth no man, yet are wo 
all to act as if it were at hand; (behold ! the Judge 

flandeth before the door !)-—fo, here. It is always 

to us the time to labour to fave immortal foals, - 
Haggai finely reproves this, ſtrange impertinence 
mE wicked evaſion, that the Lord's. time was not 
come.” Is it time for xs to dwell in ceiled houſes,” 
anſwers the Prophet rather quaintly, and to ſuffer 
the Lord's houſe to remain unbuilt? When a thing 
fuits our carnal: humour, we loſe no time, but 
think every moment a fit time; and the firſt mo- 
ment the fitteſt of all: but when our ſinful eaſe 
and indulgence be diſturbed, and extraordinary, 
holy exertions are called for, we prevaricate when 
we ſay, the Lord's time is not come. But very in- 
ſtructive and in point is the ſequel of this pro. 
phecy. Conſider now from this day and forward, fro 
the four and twentieth day of the firſt month, ev, 
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from the day that the foundation 2 yo 5 houſe 
he had ſaid: Indulge no vain <= of i the Lo 
time not come; ſet about the work; and from the 
moment of beginning it, take notice, if my blef- 
fing be not upon you. 
But, over and above theſe a derations, there. 

are ſeveral reaſons which induce me to think, that 

e ent may be the Lord's time (if we have any 
buſineſs with that queſtion) as well as the Place, 
the Lord's Place for converſion. - © - 

1. As the inhabitants of the Polar regions, the 


longer they have been deprived of the Sun, the 


— expe it; ſo from the long darkneſs of the 
Hands of the South Sea, for ages undiſcovered as 


they have been, and precluded, therefore, from all 
opportunity of receiving or rejecting the Gofpel, 


it is preſumable, that now at length they may be 
called. Eſpecially if, at the day of Pentecoft, theſe 


Hands being unknown, there was no natural paſſi- 


b:lity of executing there the univerſal commiſſion, 
fo preach ine Goſpel to every creature. All fouls are 
mine, faith the ever bleſſed God. Therefore thoſe 
of the South Sea. Mine by Creation; mine by 
Providence; mine by Government; and mine, if 
-obedient to the Goſpel, for Eternal Life. They 
have long been comparatively overlooked, in re- 
ſpect of an opportunity of the Goſpel; and there 
is no reaſon ſo worthy the Deity for their recent 
difcavery, as that of introducing the Goſpel among 


them. Which brings me to a ſecond reaſon for 


r Preſent to be the Time for their 
Convert K 
2. The Almighty is ; beſt pleaſed with Parents, 


and others, for beginning as early as poſſible to 


endeavour the ſalvation of their Children. And 


- accordingly very ſtriking and very many have been 


GENE . 
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fome living thenceforward uniformly to mature 
in undoubfed habits of grace, and ſome\dying 
in all the trinmphs of faith and of conſcious. and 
almoſt public aſſumption to heaven. By analogy, 
therefore, we may be confident, that the Almighty 
will be beſt pleaſed with the ir efforts we can 
make, after. the diſcovery, for the converſion, of the 
South Sea Iſles. My foul hath defired the jirft 
, 66 2 fruit, & faith the Lord. The firft ripe. im 
« the fig tree, at her firſt time, Þ is remarkably pleaſ- 
ing to bim: And therefore his bleſſing and 
ſucceſs may be hoped for, at this time of the ſooneſt 
poſſible manifeſtation of the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
to ripen them. | TS: 29 
3. It is preſaged, and not without both proba- - 
bility and ſcripture, as many conceive, that the 
preſent remarkable æra, in which all the govern- 
ments upon earth are ſuffering one great political 
_ palſy, is preluſory to ſome guns ſpiritual revolu- 
tion, either millennial, or leading to it. The ſun 
of France is extinct: Spain, the ſuperſtitious and 
haughty, hath been obliged to ſell her very ſaints 
of filver and gold, to ſupport a tottering throne and 
altar. Rome, with its pontiff, hath turned. pale, 
and, with the Italian States, is ſtill fick with fear. 
Germany hath ſuffered various amputations of its 
imperial domains; and with an army how multitu- | 
dinous, experienced, and brave, ſtill waves only a 
doubtful fword in the field of battle. Holland is 
at this hour without an head; and, cutting down 
its own dikes, is inundated, with all her peace and 
commerce, with foreign troops. The walls of 
Sweden have rung with the ſhrieks of a dying 
king, murdered in the act of fraternizing with his 
ſubjects” ſocial pleaſures. Poland is diſmembered, 
and given to three great eagles to be devoured. 
The Turtiſi Creſcent, long in danger of being 
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driven from its orbit into Aſia, hath been in recent 
danger of falling, and drowning in its own Black 
Sea. The Miſtreſs of the North herſelf hath ſelt 
the political poiſon of Gallic equality begin to work 
in the limb of Mhite Rufſia, What place is ſe- 
cure? Serpents have. _—_— infinuated themſelves 

ant Weſtern 1 
and will not without difficulty be ſtrangled b 


 Herculean Chief. The BRrrisn Lion himſel = 


been ſeen to thudder: but collecting his ſtrength, 
and joining himſelf to the Lion 75 the tribe of Judah, 
& he couches, he lies down as a (yn, and as a great 
ion: ce ſhall flir him up! 

In obſerving theſe agitations and . convulſions of 
the earth, who can help thinking of the analogy in 

at, © I will fhake all nations, and the Deſire of 

A Nations ſhall come: and I will fill this houſe 
« (the de with my glory, ſaith the Lord.” And 
ſo elſew here it is ſaid, © 7 Twill werturn, overturn, 
* overturn;” firſt the Babylonian, then the Perſian, 
next the Grecian Em 2 * and,” under the fourth 
great empire, © he fhall come, whoſe right it is, and I 
« will give it him? then Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be exhi- 
bited. 

I only add, that ſhould theſe throes of kingdoms 
and ſtates bring forth ſome grand ſpiritual event, 
as the wideſt propagation of chriſtianity, it will be 
uniform with the paſt government of God, which 
hath been already experienced. The preſent, 
therefore, may be the very time for a new chriſtian 
world to rife up in the South Sea. At leaſt, at the 
preſent, above all times, every * ſhould be tried, 

ingdom. 
Buy the way, the abundance of the Goſpel in our 


our country, and the. vaſt number of righteous © 


found in it, both i the eftabliſhed church and out 
of it, preclude the reaſon for a revolution here; 


* Numb. xxiv. . 4 
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and aſſure us, that the holy ſeed fhall be the fab 
 flance; and perpetuity of our noble tree of liberty, 
bending with the fruits of domeſtic comfort, public 
and private wealth, order, law and religion. 
'4. Another reaſon why the preſent may be the 
preciſe time for the converſion of the heathen in the 
South Sea, is the Simultaneous influence ſhed, in 
.ſo' ſurpriſing a way, on the minds of thouſands 
upon thouſands uniting for this bleſſed enterprize. 
In conſequence of this impreſſion, 'more than ten 
thouſand pounds have been ſubſeribed ' preſently. 
An amazing ſpirit of prayer is diffuſed. ' A prodi- 
gious' number of Miniſters come forth on the'veca- 
fion. Miſſionaries, ſenſible, godly and remarkably 
fitted for the ſervice; offer themſelves. Artiſts, me- 
dical men, ſailors, a captain, all-ſerious, offer them- 
ſelves. A wiſe and warm Directory is formed. 
The Providence of God, in an unuſual manner, 
ſcems to conſpire vifibly with the Spirit of God; 
every thing favors, nothing impedes the deſign. So 
that we cannot but think that ſcripture. true on 
this occaſion, © Behold" I have ſet befors "thee an 
6 open door.” 17 0 hl I. Ni ' 
And left ſtrangers ſhould ſuſpect this argument 
of 'remarkable general influence allied to enthuſi- 
aſm, I beg leave to remind you of an event ſtill 
freſh'in all your memories. WEIN3Y AL LH 
When our beloved Sovereign ſuffered a tempo- 
rary derangement, who did not obſerve, who will!“ 
not acknowledge, the extraordinary influence ſhed. 
on the minds of all men to pray for his recovery. 
Not a church, not a chapel, not a meeting, not a 
ſynagogue, but was devout on the occaſion. - So- 
cieties were formed, and regularly kept up, and 
numeroufly attended, for ſpecial prayer. The 
court, the city, the bar, the camp, felt a momen- 
tary piety. The infidel himſelf ſeemed to caſt a 
look towards Heaven. And was the univerſal im- 
preſſion in vain? The God, “ who heareth and an- 
TW ſereil 
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ce ſeertih prayer, and who, where he means to 
give inſpires to aſk, did appear. And when the 
Arſt medical talents in the world. deſpaired of ſuc- 
ceſs by all natural means long uſed, and uſed to 
no purpoſe, lo! the bleſſed God himſelf preſents 
us unexpectedly with our common Royal Father 
in perfect ſanity, And what marks the work, both 
of devotion and recovery, as God's own act, in an- 
ſwer to prayer, is, all ranks were as ready to be 
thankful for the mercy afterwards, as before they 
had been importunate to beſeech it. "at: 
See then the hand of God, in the ſtriking, ſud- 
den, extenſive, and holy influence, ſhed on the 
ſent occafion; and go forth, righteous people, 
1butors, Directors, Miſſionaries, all, in the ſa- 
cred undertaking; and, at every ſtep you take, let 
this ſcripture ſing in your ears and hearts, I will 
&* ay to the Soul, Keep not back.” , _. | 

III. But not more the grandeur of the ſpealer, 
and felicity of the place, meet and fill your withes, 
than the glory of the thing ſpoken : Keep not back.” 
I. What is it? Something divinely tender and af- 
ſecting. My poor pagan children in the Sol, 
I am Maker; and, in my great pity to un- 
4 grateſul and offending ſinners, am diſpoſed to re- 
* ceive, to pardon, to embrace and make you hap- 
4 py. By the ſacrifice which I have made of my 
* coequal ſon, and which he hath made of himſelf, 
© it is in my power to bleſs the chief of ſinners, 
* without an impeachment of; my juſtice: nay, 
with the fulleſt proof, that, while I ſpare the ſin- 
© ner, I ſpare not fin. The moment you relent, Lam 
- © all mercy in kim. No longer avoid me. I mean to 
do you good, and only good. Senſible yourſelves 
* of undutifulneſs and total depravity of nature, 
and wiſhing to be reſtored to juſt ſentiments of 
me, and to conform to the order of my family, I 
© forgive, every thing, and will give every thing. 
The vital blood of my ſon is ſhed. for your par- 
N as 43 
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don; his righteouſneſs ſhall be imputed to you; 
“his Spirit ſhall be your animator, and a perpetual 
fountain of truth, comfort, help, and all goodneſs. 
« And when the habit of bemg and doing good 
t hath been wrought into your nature, —. exer- 

_ * ciſed competently in your lives, I will not leave 
cc you longer to ſtruggle with temptation, trouble, 
fear, want, change, and the pains of mortality 
upon earth, but will take yon from this to the 
« beſt of worlds poſſible: where, at the ſource of 
« all virtue, bliſs, immortality and glory, you ſhall 
enjoy the perfection of your own natures, with 
the Ml-ſufficieney of mine, without intermiſſion, 
without remiſſion, and withont end. Heep not 
© back, but fall into theſe arms of your Creator and 
7 Saviour, and be bleſt for ever. *. our Maker woos 

you. The Infinitely Great beſeeches the infinite- 
« ly mean; Deity, the offended party, _ 
« firſt ; comes after, and courts his creature, the 

« preſſor, to to - ſubmit, be renewed, and repaffals 
every thing. United to Jeſus, who is united to 
Me, all things are yours: Keep not» back. "Fury 
is not in Me. Jam ESSENTIAL LOVE; and wait 
upon you, to unite you to myſelf and to all the 
« 1 of being in the univerſe. Immenſity 

be the meaſure, and eternity the duration 
9 of your comfort and joy.” 

Pauſe we a moment. May we yot juſtly chal- 
lenge infidelity, to. propoſe a greater good to man- 1.x 
kind than the Goſpel of Jeſus * e | | 

Spirit of Hume, the ſubtil; ipirit of Nonſſeau, 
the fanciful; ſpirit. of Voltaire, 2 cowardly, tho 


daring! and, ye elder ſpirits of Porphyry — Ju- 
lian / and, elder yet, of James and Jambres, Mo- 
Jr 9 ponents! tell us what you can ſuggeſt for 
Dvineſs of the World equivalent to the Goſ- 
What book like the New Teſtament can you 2 
— into the hands of poor pagans in the South _ 
IX ns can you imagine like JessVs CHRISY 


to 
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to give them? What language more worthy a De- 
ity can you invent ſor a Miſſion; than the conde- 
ſcenſion, the purity, the tenderneſs, the compre- 
benſiveneſs, the every glory of © Keep not back” — 
«Be not fk of your Maker, but intimate with 
him“ received my the pays of all bliſs 
. — Jeſus ?? | 

What an happineſs 10 car 40 the South Seas 
fach a meſſage as 'ETERNAL "LIFE, — , 
angels, who have formerly borne it, muſt ry 

- a meſſage only worthy themſelves. ':. . 

2. But ſomething elſe is implied in the ad- 
dre of God our Saviour, © Keep'not bark.” He 
will ſay to the:Sonth, as he ſays'to us, and as was 
faid in the time of the plague in London, gBring 

out your cad. Deliver up all your vices. Keep 
© none of them back. As Moſes iaid to Pharaoh, 

an hoof muſt be 22 behind.” The deſign 

of ous \ Chrifl is © to redeem us fem all miquity,” 
ab has been our bane; and to puriſy us to 
« Aimſelſ, a en ar people, zealous of- ay! works ;"* 
which will be our capacity of good. His 
deſign is to aſſimilate us to God, without which 
there is neither natural nor moral poſſibility of en- 
joying him. Conſequently; Auanids muſt heep 
back nothing of all which he poſleſſes. We muſt 
"feel ourſelves | « not at all our own; but bought - 
© with a 3 and therefore are to 4 glorify God, 
ce in our. bodies and ſpirits which are His: doing all 
* things, whether, we eat or drink, or whatſoever we 
&« do, in the name of the Lord Jeſus as bis redeem- 
ed people; to the glory of God 20 e. 1 r 
is ſalvation. 

And, how pleaſant, to tell the converted pagan * 
that as God: hath_given himſelf to be theirs, he 
claims them in return to be his. How pleaſant, to 
tell them to be ſtripped of all their vices, and to be- 
come All Tnurn, All Jusrick, ' All Ox DER, All 
Venrukunss, and RIxPNISS, All ParIExcR of 

ä Wrongs, | 
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wrongs, All TexmetxANCe, Al HumiItY, and 
every heavenly virtue. Tell them, in particular, it 
is the defign of the God of all grace, that the “ n 
« tions ſhould not learn war any more,” but ſettle 
all their diſputes by grave and ſolemn arbitra- 
tion; © beating their ſwords into plough-ſhares, and 
« their ſpears into pruning hooks.” Tell them, 
that the great law of faith ordains this moſt deſira- 
ble conduct, that every one ſhould do to another, 
exattly as he ought to defire every one, in like cir- 
cumſtances, ſhould do to him. How mutually 
agreeable will this make them all. Tell them, the 
moſt high God requires we ſhould be like him; 
BEING. GOOD AND DOING GOOD, and nothing elſe. 
What feelings of comfort will this ſecure to them! 


Tell them, how happy they muſt be, with a con- 


ſcience diſcharged from all guilt, and filled with 
all hope, through a Redeemer's merit and inter- 
ceffion. What a ſtate is that, where the Apoſtle 
_ eries out, © Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
« of God's ele? It is God that juſtifieth.* Who is 
&« he that condemneth? It is Chrift that died; yea, 
e rather, is riſen again; who is even at the right 
& hand of God, and ever liveth to mate interceſſion 
% for us.” Tell them, nothing elle is the Goſpel 
of Jesvs Cunxisr, but that which makes us at once 
the beſt and the happieft of all creatures: or is filted 
to that end. | | | 
In this practical ſenſe, call upon them in the 
name of God, Keep not back.” Preſent your- 
ſelves human ſacrifices indeed, but © ing ſacrifices” 
© unto God.” . | . 
3. But another thing isim plied in this abridgment 
of the Goſpel, © Keep not back;” and that is, that 
there is a diſpoſition. in the South to do the contra- 
ry. They have not only the common corruption 
of our nature to contend with, but the prejudice 

of ages to ketp them back from the Goſpel. And 
the command in the text not only implies ſuch a a 
| | previous 
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| fre. frength, ibl or ordi 
vincible by nary 
| and therefore God — I is obliged 


and imperionſly is fo tote Sauk 
not back. | 
Is it ſo? Then exgry exertion . on er part at 
leaſt muſt be neceſſary. 
_ Conſequently every thing muſt TH done to abo- 
liſh their diſtruſt, and to — a favourable 
preſentiment, reſpect and awe. The moſt tender 
BENEVOLENCE, the moſt open canDo, the firmeſt 
' yATIENCE, the moſt blameleſs vin rux, the moſt 
ſpiritual y1zTy, the ſtrongeſt rarrn, and moſt en- 
tire-DEVOTEDNESS, are all neceſſary every moment 
in the perſons ſent on this everlaſting ne 
— Nay; do not ſhudder Miſſionary, at theſe hi 
and indiſpenſable demands. J am God allei- 
dient; walk before me, and be thou perfe, 225 70 
9 and ſeady; and /o! I am with you, to ve you 
© a* Miſſionary's grace, as well as a hats 
© work, and at length a Miſſionary's reward.” - ' 
Under this head of the natural and ſtrong predi- 
lection of the Heathen for their own ancient ſyſ- 
tem, the example of our Lord and of his Apoſtles 
muſt be always your ſtudy. | 
Much of our Lord's care was to remove the 
prejudices, and to foreſtall the good opinion of 
the Jews, in favour of his goſpel. What was his 
firſt ſermon? © Repent ye. pon what conſide- 
ration? © The kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
Mercy is come down to you in my perſon. In 
me, the . kingdom of Heaven embraces you.” 


Matth. iii. 2. And St. Luke's ſpecimen of his 


earlieſt preaching i is to the ſame purpoſe, Chap. iv. 
18th and four following verſes. His miracles too 


were all framed, not merely to prove his Meſſiah- 


ſhip, and Deity, but to infinuate his Goſpel, as that 

which ſincerely meant the preſent as well as ſuture 

12 27255 anc only the good, of his Cllowers In 
8 particular, 
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particular, what was his fr miracle? It was 
ada to the ſame end of ſhewing his N 
will towards. men; and that he was by no 
means come to rob them of peace and happineſs, 
Fpr what is the ſweeteſt ſpectacle of human feli- 
city? It is a pious and fond huſband and wife, ſur- 
rounded with an affectionate, dutiful and righte- 
ous family. To put honour. on this charming 
ſcene of domeſtic bliſs, Jeſus Chriſt wrought his 
beginning of miracles at a marriage table. | 
And what was the conduct of the Apſtles in 
converting the Heathen? They did not violently 
aſſault their new hearers with the whole of divine 
truth at once; but introduced it by degrees ac- 
cording. to their maſter's pattern; I have many 
& things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them 
© now, = They began with the great firſt things 
of God's law: namely, with the Being of God, 
with his. goodneſs, and his government ＋ us all: 
with the reſurrection of the dead, and the appoint- 
ment of Jeſus Chrift to judge the world. hee 
things well eſtabliſhed, every thing elſe in the Goſ- 
pel ſollows by an caſy conſequence. The ads of 
the Apoſtles are a guide by which the Miffionary 
muſt principally conduct _ himſelf ; remembering 
equally; that tho' great caution and wiſdomare ne- 
— yet the promiſe is, © if any man lack wiſ- 
cc 257 let him aſk it of God, allo groeth * libe⸗ 
6c ra 97 
Aboie all, let me recommend. it to theſe 
- ambaſſadors for Chriſt to the poor . 
labor and pray, that they may always live v 
near indeed to God, and always remarkably hoiking 
to defus Chrift by faith: Beholding, far above others, 
his frfhed righteouſneſs and perfect atonement. Ta 
recommend this was one reaſon which induced me 
to accept the province I now fill. And my object 
was, not merely the Pagan but the Miſſionary him- 
ſelf: not merely to render him by this counſel ſu- 
. perior both to the love of life and fear of death, _ 
| » G / . & 
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the ſake both of the influence of ſuch a frame upon 
his own virtues, and of the novelty and glory offuch 


a a ſpectacle to the Heathen: but for another rea- 


ſon. I muſt ſpeak out. Wiſdom, in ſtriking a 
balance, leaves nothing out of its calculation, It 
contemplates the paſſible as well as probable: the 
worſt as well as the he that may happen. This 
Miffion may coſt the lives of thoſe you are fend- 
ing. - The four angels, which are bound m the 
Great South Sea, may be looſed. Where human 
facrifices are common, perhaps the Miſſionary may 
be thought the only human facrifice, which can 
appeaſe the offended Eatoba. | 2 
Eſpecially may this be expected, from analogy, 
ſhould the converſions be many and general. It 
was ſo under ten of the Roman emperors. And 
ſome of them were as mild in their diſpoſitions, as 
any in Otaheite or. the adjacent countries. That 
the Miffionaries may both be prepared for the 
worſt event, and defirous of it, let me earneſtly 
eſs upon them the conſtant "contemplation of 
— as THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, as well 
as STRENGTH, in a way much above what Chriſ- 
tians in common are uſed to. Be your deſcription 
this, © FULL, OF FAITH AND OF THE HOLY GHOST.” 
Nothing leſs than the ſpirit of a martyr befits a 
miniſter, in common: but beyond others ſuch as 
you, for whom the poſt of honor and of danger is 
reſerved. : 
Indeed if you are made the firſt new ſaviours of 
a new world, you ought, after living for ſo glo- 
rious a purpoſe, to conclude. it will not be 
your lot to die the common death of all men. 
Lou ought to expect as a thing of courſe, an al- 
moſt debt, and reward of grace, the honour, the 
greateſt honour Chriſt can beftow in this world, 
the honour of dying for him. 
Remember, ſhould you be called forth to execu- 
tion; © Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
| thee 
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© thee a crown of life.” You are not then at 
liberty to recede; only to ſuffer what awaits you. 
Remember, you may do more good by your con- 
ſtancy in death, than by your labours in life. The 
blood of the martyrs was ever held the feed of the 
church. «The ſoil of the South-ſea iſlands may re- 
quire your aſhes to impregnate it with the moſt 
abundant ſalt of ſalvation. Remember, the 
church of God will owe you its univerſal thanks. 
Never ſhall we utter, the noble army of martyrs 
* praiſe thee,” without thinking of you, and thank- 
ing God for you. Remember, a martyr's grace 
and ſupports will never be wanting to a martyr's 
pains and trials. When the blood of the firſt _ 
martyr, St. Stephen, was ſhed, Jeſus Chriſt, always 
repreſented elſewhere in ſcripture, as © ſitting at 
e the right hand of God,” could not then # any 
longer; but roſe from his ſeat, though the throne 
of the higheſt heavens, to greet and embrace the 
parting ſpirit of a faithful — dying on his 
account. Then only do we /ee Jeſus STANDING 
at the right hand of God. 

To conclude. Righteous people, engaged in 
this work of a Miſſion to the South Seas, for your 
firmeſt conſolation reflect : that you cannot here 
play, if I may ſo ſpeak, a loofing game. For, firſt, 
nothing can be 1%, ſhould the goſpel not be re- 
ceived. What can you loſe? Not your money : 
for what is given to the poor,” (and poor indeed, ve- 
mg without Chrift, are the ſubjects of this Miſ- 
ſion,) © is lent unto the Lord: at whoſe ſecond ap- 
pearing “ you i receive your own with uſury.” 
What can you loſe ? Not your _ for if you 
| pronounce your peace, and the Son of peace is not 
there, © your prayers ſhall turn into your own bo- 
ſom. ” What can you loſe ? Not your cares and 
trouble: for in theſe your ſouls have been exer- 
eiſing and forming, after the manners and employ-- 
ments of the heavenly PR where the 1 

þ 4 2 0 


* 


* 


68 'GoD's CALL, OUR DIRECTORY. 


of immortal ſouls is the great, univerfal and 
| tual concern. What can you loſe? Only one 
Sn more can occur to your minds: and that is, 
lood of thoſe whom you ſend. But this will 
= no loſs. Not to the church : for it will be 
ted, eſtabliſhed, inſtructed and adorned by 
it. Not to the Miſſionaries: for to them 0 die 
will be gain: gain immediate, —— and ever- 

laſting. 

But if you win, what do you win ? Nothing leſs 
than ETERNAL GLORY, for millions upon millions in 


the South Seas, till the coming of the Son of God, 
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SERMON III. 


PsAL Ixxii. 19, 20. 


Aud let the whole earth be filled with his. glory ; 
amen and amen. The prayers of David, the fon 
of Jeſſe, are ended. | 


IN reviewing the ſcriptures at large, and the book 
of Pſalms in particular, we ſee good men exem- 
plifying different views and diſpoſitions, accordin 
to the various objects which excited and engag 
their attention. e IG F 
It is a happy frame of mind which converts every 
event and every contemplation into prayer.—Such 
was the happy frame of David's mind when he 
compoſed this Pſalm, Surveying the grandeur 
of Solomon's reign, he perceives © a greater than 
Solomon,” and by a beautiful tranſition paſſes to 
the reign of © Meſſiah the Prince, whoſe kingdom 
« 18 an everlaſting kingdom, and whoſe dominion 
c endureth from generation to generation.“ After . 
a ſtriking repreſentation of the properties and 
advantages of the Saviour's government, he breaks 
forth in theſe ſublime and animated ſtrains ;— 
« Blefled be the Lord God, the God of Ifrael, 
© who only doeth wonderous things, and bleſſed 
be his glorious name for ever, and let the whole 
_ © earth be filled with his glory. Amen and amen. 
The prayers of David, the ſon of Jeſſe, are 
; Its ; ended.“ 


-- 
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« ended.” Behold the grand defire which actuated 
this man of God. He prays that “the whole 
« earth may be filled with his glory.” At preſent 
the earth is void of God's glory. To a gracious 
mind nothing is more painful than to reflect upon 
the millions of mankind ſtill “ lying in wicked- 
ic neſs,” —© having no hope, and without God in 
« the world.” —W ho does not unite in this re- 
queſt ? And who does not pray that © the glory of 
« the Lord may be revealed, and © that all fleſh 
« may ſee it topether'?”  _, 

David not only prays, but prays with fervency ; 
and to draw your attention to a point with which 
I would animate this vaſt afſembly—ſee how much 
his heart was ſet upon this object. For havin 
expreſſed his defire, he exclaims, Amen — 
% amen“ So be it, ſo be it. Again and again I 
ſay it, and let others ſay it too Let men, let 
angels repeat it—Succeſs to my prayers, and ſuc- 
ceſs to the prayers of all who breathe the ſame 
wiſhes —With this he would“ finiſh his courſe.” 
« The prayers of David the ſon of Jeſſe are end- 
« ed.” This was the laſt Pſalm he ever compoſed. 
He wrote it on his dying bed. The laſt words of 
dying men, eſpecially if they have been men of 
illuſtrious character, have peculiar weight in them. 
Let, ſays David, reſigning his ſpirit into the 
hand of God, let but the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt 
be eſtabliſhed, and all the nations and the fa- 
milies of the earth be bleſſed in him, and I have 
enough, I deſire no more; “ and now letteſt thou 
“ thy ſervant depart in peace according to thy 
e word.“ —“ Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly.“ = 

Was this fervor too great ? My Brethren, here 
all the excellencies of prayer are combined. Here 
devotion is wrought up to its higheſt perfection. 
And at once to juſtify. David's zeal, and excite 
your admiration of it—to lead you ta adopt this 
8 | Ws prayer, 
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prayer, and to adopt it. with the glowing emo- 
tions of © the man after God's own heart,” let us 
examine five things The importance of its mat- 
ter the excellency of its principle—the univer- 
ſality of its extent the divinity of its reſem- 
blance—and, the certainty of its accompliſhment. 

I. What can be more unportant and intereſting 
than the matter of this prayer ?—lIt is the diffu- 
ſion of the divine glory. The word glory, when 
applied. to God, denotes that manifeſtation of 
. himſelf by which his rational creatures are capable 
of knowing him, for in himſelf he is incompre- 
henſible, « dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen or 
« can ſee.” This manifeſtation appears in various 


de 3 | 
7 ſhines in the works of nature, and be- 
hold a univerſe ſtarting into exiſtence to teach us 
his eternal power and Godhead,” David was 
no unaffected ſpectator of the wonders of crea- 
'tion. © O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy 
* name in all the earth—I confider the heavens, - 
« the work of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars 
* which thou haſt ordained.” —< The heavens de- 
. * clare the glory of God, and the firmament 
© ſheweth his handy work. Day unto day ut- 
*'tereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſheweth 
* knowledge. There is no ſpeech nor language 
* where their voice is not heard. Their line is 
gone out through all the earth, and their words 
* to the end of the world.” | 
A watchful eye will perceive the glory of God 
ſhining through the diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence—in preſerving the world which he has 
made—in ſupplying the wants of his creatures 
in maintaining the viciſſitudes of the ſeaſons—in 
eſtabliſhing ſuch regulations in ſociety as notwith- 
ſtanding the violence of men's paſſions, and op- 
poſitions of their enable us to live upon 
N | , earth 
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+ © earth in tolerable peace and ſafety, enjoying a 


. thouſand comforts—in adminiſtering encourage- 
ments, ſupports, and rewards to. the righteous— 
in reſtraining, probs, and puniſhing the 
wicked, eſpecially when they become dangerous 
to community—in the connection which is found 
to exiſt between moral and natural evil—in the 
pleaſure which always attends the exerciſe of vir- 
tue, and the pain which always accompanies the 
practice of vice. Indeed, in the moral govern- 
ment of mankind, befides the general evidences of 
his wiſdom, power, and neſs, we behold ſome 
traces of his righteous c „ as the © Judge 
« of the whole earth. nl 3 
„ He has magnified his word above all his 
« name,” and he peculiarly diſcovers himſelf in 
the Goſpel, which we emphatically and by way of 
diſtinction, call Revelation. All other diſplays of 
God are defective. They are ial, uninfluen- 
tial, unintelligible, abſtracted from the ſcriptures. 
They are partial they hold forth the divine per- 
fections ſeperately ; they teach us nothing of their 
harmony, extent, and limitations —ſo that admit- 
ting we could prove that God was juſt and merci- 
ful, we could not determine where the exerciſe of 
juſtice would ftop, and the operation of mercy 
would begin.—They are uninfluential. That they 
were never the means of bringing men to re- 
pentance and holineſs, appears from an obſerva- 
tion of the heathen world. Even their wiſe men, 
«© when they knew God glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful ; but became vain in their 
“ .xmaginations, and their fooliſh heart was dark- 
«< ened. Profeſfing themſelves wiſe, they became 
« fools, and changed the truth of God into a lie, 
« and worſhi and ſerved the creature more 
« than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever.” 
And what are our modern philoſophers, who have 
rejected the Chriſtian ſyſtem to adore the idol of 
| | | | reaſon, 
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teaſes; nnd wery the goddeſs of nature d— They 


are unintelligible. Creation is a book, and its 
various works conſtitute the 
connects the letters, and teaches us to read? 
Without the Bible, it is utterly impoſſible to give 
a probable account of the origin of the world, 
or the appearances of nature, of the events that 
have already taken place, or of thoſe which are 
every day preſenting themſelves to our view.— 
« But when,” to uſe the language of an author. 
whoſe name I ſhould mention were I not forbid- 
den by his preſence, © when reaſon kindles her 
1 2 lamp with fire from God's altar, and ſup- 


lies it continually with freſh oil from the ſacred 
k becomes clear, what was 


res, what was 


* but what 


60 en becomes regular, and the dim and 


60 * ſcattered ents become legible and intelli- 

gible.”— though we nay tn in ſome. meaſure 
differs what God is, by obſerving what he does, 
his glory is obſcured by. numberleſs difficulties ; 


« — and judgment are the habitation 
cc 


bis throne ;" bu clouds and darknefs-are 
« round about him.” His way is in the ſea, and 
« his path in the deep waters, and his footſteps are 
« not known.” I love to aſſert the importance 
of the Goſpel, eſpecially at a time when © ſcienoe 
— —_ ſo called,” would depreciate its value, and 
n queſtion its neceflity.—The Goſpel ex- 
hibits God | in all his excellencies. The entrance 


of fin is a dark ground on which God is diſplayed 


to advantage; it has given occaſion for the exer- 
ciſe of the divine perſections in a manner which 
will eternally aſtoniſh the ve 

In, the law given at Sinai, and © written. an 
tables of ſtone, we behold: awful rays of the 


glory of God; but king we ſee that Tn mag- ' 


* nified and made honourable.” Jeſus Chriſt is 
the law of God ale, the ten commandments in- 
carte. 


H 2 7 n os 
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In Jeſus Chriſt we have a perſonal repreſenta- 
tion of Deity. Would you =_ what God is ? 
Behold © the brightneſs of his glory, and the ex- | 
«preſs image of his perſon.” It pleaſed him to 
aſſume human nature, and, ſoftening down the 
effulgence of divinity by the veil of fleſh, to ap- - 
pear in our world. Men are called to © behold a 
* new thing in the earth”—a mind inhabiting a 
fleſhly tabernacle like our own, unpolluted with 
any earthly defilement, unſeduced by the objects 
of ſenſe, unmoved by Satanic influence, adorned 
with the moſt lovely graces,” all calmneſs and 
_ gentleneſs, full of pity to the miſerable, all occu- * 
pied in doing good, unprovoked by injuries, un- 
bdued by ſufferings.—Ah, the infatuation of the 
- world! They might have ſeen that God was in 
<< very deed come down to dwell with men upon 
the earth. I do not wonder that Jefus Chriſt 
ſhould ſay, He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen 
the Father.” —I do not wonder that the Apoſtle 
ſhould ſay, God who commanded the light to 
* ſhine out of darkneſs hath ſhined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of his glory 
« in the face of Jefus Chriſt.” And here it is 
that his glory ſhines forth with a luſtre not only 
rand, but encouraging and inviting.—How it 
liſſolves my doubts, how it diſſipates my fears, 
_ how it attracts me to © his throne for mercy, and 
grace to help in every time of need.” —God in Na- 
ture is God above me, God in Providence is God 
below me, God in Law is God againſt me; but 
_ \ God in Chrift is God with me and for me. 
In the plan of falvation by a crucified Saviour, 
not only men, but angels, obtain the moſt glorious - + 
idea of Jehovah. We never read of their being | 
_ naturaliſts, or aſtronomers, but they are chriſtian 
ſtudents; they mingle with us at the foot of the 
croſs, © defiring to look into theſe things :** For 
here all the divine perfections come forward Lang 
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aſſert their claims, and here they are all ſatisfied 


and honoured. Man's redemption is God's glory. 


Hence the exclamation of the Prophet, © Sing, O 


« ye Heavens, for the Lord hath done it; ſhout 
« ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into 
„ ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt and every tree 
« therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and 

« glorified himſelf in Iſrael.“ Henee the ſong of 


the © heavenly: hofts praiſing God and ſaying, 


Glory to God in the higheſt, and on carth 
« peace, good-will towards men.” 
The Goſpel diſplays the glory of God in © re- 
& newing us after his image in righteouſneſs — 
« true holineſs.” I remember the words of our 
Saviour at the grave of Lazarus, Martha, faid 1 
* not unto thee, that if thou wouldeſt believe, thou 
ſhouldeſt ſurely ſee the glory of God? Did the 
lory of God appear in the re- animation of a breath- 
Jef body? And ſhall it not much more appear in 
the reſurrection of a foul © dead in treſpaties and 
* ſins ?”—Upon this principle God promiſes to 
place ſalvation in Zion for-Ifrael his glory.” 

i would not haſtily paſs over this part of our 
ſubject. py for originally created in the like- 
neſs of God; but he loſt it by fin. . The law ſtill 
requires this reſemblance, but it is the Goſpel that 
effects it. © If any man be in Chriſt he is a new 
creature.“ © Beholding as in a glaſs the glory of 


the Lord we are changed intothe ſameimage from 


glory to glory even as by the ſpirit of the Lord.” 
' Every thing in the Goſpel reflects honour upon 


God. Its doctrines, its precepts, its threatnings, 
its promiſes are all worthy of God ; but they are — | 


effects which moſt clearly decide its ſa 


over every other ſyſtem, Plato with all bis Al | 


_ gence, and with all the celebrity his philoſophy ac- 
quired him, was unable to bring over the inhabit- 
unts of one Bi or one Fg to walk by his 
rules. 
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rules, . The law only deſcribes duty, and enforces 
obligation by propoſing rewards and puniſhments, 
But © the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus”. makes us 
c free from the law of ſin and death.” The 
« Goſpel is the power of God to ſalvation to every 
* one that belieyeth.” By an admirable method 
God puts his word into the heart. The apoſtle 
James ſpeaks of it under a very familiar alluſion. 
You all know the proceſs of grafting a tree. The 
ſcion inſerted, drives back oppoſing juices, diffuſes 
its own ſuperior ſap, converts the whole ſtock into 
its own quality, and cauſes it to bring forth new 
fruit—ſuch is © the engrafted word which is able 
6 to ſave the ſoul.” It produces an internal aſſi- 
milation, evidenced by the © fruit of the ſpirit, love, 
ce joy, peace, long- ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
«faith, meekneſs, temperance.” This changes the 
nature, and fills the underſtanding with right ſen- 
timents and the heart with right diſpoſitions. 
| This by its all-powerful energy ſubducsdeep-rooted 
prejudices, ſenſual paſſions, worldly intereſts. 
his by its all-cheering conſolation reſcues the 
mind from deſpair, and makes us © joyful in tribu- 
* lation” and triumphant in the hour of death, —I 
appeal to fact. In the firſt ages of the church did 
not the Goſpel make men wiſe, and holy, and hap- 
Py, and uſeful ? Did it not“ teach them to deny 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
* berly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world, 
cc and to look fo that bleſſed hope and the glorious 
s appearance of the great God and our Saviour Je- 
* ſus Chriſt ?” And does it not to this day produce 
the ſame effects when it is faithfully preached ? 
The world cannot be ignorant of this, nor can the 
promoters of erroneous ſyſtems. amidſt the unpro- 
 fitableneſs of their miniſtry be unacquainted with 
it. Bleſſed be God, we frequently ſee the drunk- 
ard becoming ſober, the ſwearer learning to. fear 
& an oath,” the covetous expanding with — | 
. | - _ 1 
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Les, there are living examples of perſons who were 
once a terror to themſelves, a curſe to their families, 
a judgment to their neighbours, delivered by the 
preaching of the croſs from the anguiſh of a guilty 
conſcience and the tyranny of vicious paſſions, be- 
coming *© peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits.” © The wolf dwells 
« with the lamb, and the leopard lies down with 
the kid, and the wolf and the young lion and the 
« fatling together, and a little child leads them.“ 
However unbelievers may ſuſpect the truth of the 
Goſpel, it would ſeem impoſſible for them to deny its 
utility. They may call it a fable, but this fable has 
been more efficacious m reforming the world than 
the moſt ſerious truths of philoſophers, and the moſt 
ſevere laws of magiſtrates. What they deſpiſe as 
a human invention, was more beneficial to mankind 
in a few years, than all other boaſted ſchemes 
through a ſucceſſion of ages. No other collection 
of doctrine aims ſo high as the chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion. It affects nothing leſs than to turn fallen 
men into angels, and to form- ſocieties below like 
the © general aſſembly of juſt men made perfect in 
„Heaven.“ Chaſing away error, vice, enmity, 
. diſcord, and all the malignity with which fin has 
filled the earth, it diffuſes light, love, and harmo- 
ny, and unites men firſt to God and then to each 
other in one divine and heavenly fraternity.  Ima- ' 
gine for a moment the Goſpel univerſally diffuſed, 
and mankind at large living under its benign in- 
fluence—what a lovely ſcene would this diſtracted 
earth exhibit compared with preſent * — 
* Nations learning war no more,” “ ſwords beaten 
into plowſhares, and ſpears into pruning hooks” 
—* deftructions come to a perpetual end,“ men 
living as brethren, and © loving one another 
* out of a pure heart fervently.— The prophets 
delighted with the glorious change which they 
ſoreſaw as the couſequence of the Goſpel- diſpenſa- 
| | tion, 
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tion, have deſeribed it in all the glowing ſtyle of 
' eaſtern imagery. Sometimes they take the com- 
iſon from the human body, ded behold, ſays 
aiah, a maltitude of miſery, the blind, the deaf, 
the lame, the dumb—but © then the eyes of the 
& blind ſhall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
« ſhall be — then ſhall the lame man lea 
« as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſhall 
te ſing.” Sometimes they take the image from the 
natural world, and behold, ſays the ſame prophet, 
a parched deſert where no water is, where the 
thirity traveller pants and dies, where cattle cannot. 
live, where graſs cannot flouriſh; behold on a ſud- 
den the a nce reverſed, waters ſpringing out 
of the hills and murmuring along the vallies, the 
fields ſtanding thick with corn, ſheep covering the 
plains, and trees crowning the tops of the moun- 
tains. * The wilderneſs, and the ſoli 
- < ſhall be glad for them: and the deſert ſhall re- 
c joice, and bloſſom as the roſe. It ſhall bloſſom 
* abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and ſing- 
« ing, the glory of Lebanon ſhall be given unto it, 
2 the excellency of Carmel and Sharon: they 
_ © ſhall ſee the glory of the Lord, and the excellen- 
« cy of our God.“ 

II. The prayer appears ſtill more excellent if we 
conſider the principle from which it proceeds. It 
is piety and benevolence ; theſe are not two diſpo- 
ſitions, but two references of the ſame diſpoſition. 
Me cannot ſeparate what the ſeripture has joined 
together, and if a man ſay I love God and hateth 


his brother he is a liar, for he that loveth not his 


brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not ſeen ?” - 

The prayer comes from a foul penetrated with 
love to God, and alive to his intereſt in the world. 
This concern divine grace always produces in the 

breaſts of the godly. A Chriſtian loves © God with | 
6 «all his heart, with all his mind, and with all his 
„ « ftrength.” 
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© ſtrength. ” Reaſon re this ſupreme affection. i 


We ought to regard objects in proportion to their 


real worth, and 18 the perfection, the ſource, 


of all axcellency. We | ought to love without 
bounds, an object infinitely Ech And what is 
the language of all the mercies we have received 
from God—blessings of birth, of infancy, of youth, 
ol mature age, blessings pertaining to this life, © ſpi . 
* ritual blessings,” © wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and 

« fication, redemption” —where ſhall I end ?—all 
theſe ſurround us and with one voice cry, © O love 
« the Lord all. ye his ſaints.” By the mercies of 
God preſent your body a living ſacrifice holy and 
ho, acceptable to God which 1s your reaſonable ſer- 


« vice.” He at. an expence which angels cannot. 


ow 


- compute, has ſerved you, be all deyotion in ſerving | 
him. © Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever xe 
do, do all to the glory of God” —The Chriſtian feels 


his obligations, he lives to God. He cannot be in- 
different to his honour.—See that man; © his eyes 
run down with tears.“ Has he loſt hisfortune? Has 
he heard God ſaying © Son of man, behold I take 
from thee the deſire of thine eyes with a ſtroke ?” 
No.—He has heard a ſwearer, he has ſeen a 


6 


ſabbath breaker“ his eyes run down with tears 


* becauſe men keep not God's law.” —Elijah is 


praying to die. What diſappointments have im- 


bittered his life?“ Lord they have broken thy co- 
venant, and digged down thine altars, and killed 


* thy prophets ; ;” and I cannot ſurvive thine ex- 


piring cauſe, —Behold the venerable Eli upon a 
ſeat by the way-ſide watching—while the meſſen - 
ger brings him heavy tidings. And firſt he tells 


him of the defeat of his countrymen by the Philiſ- 


tines, © Iſrael is fled,” Mournful intelligence.— 


Next he tells him that his © two ſons Hophni and 
© Phineas are ſlain — more awful ſtill—but © his 


c heart-trembles for the ark of God,” and when he 


| hears that the ark of God is taken, he drops and 


1 dies. 


| „ | 


_ © prayeth.” 


4 
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dies, The charge of enthuſiaſm has been fre: 
quently brought _ chriſtians, for want of diſ- 
tinguiſhing properly between the abuſe of truth in 
certain inſtances, and its genuine influence and 
effects. It is impoffible for us to believe the Goſ- 
pel as we ought, without — zealous ſor the 


rd of Hoſts; and zeal for is charity towards 
The prayer before ns fprings frotn benevolence. 
To pray for ourſelves is a duty—a duty, too, 


- 


| which perhaps ſome of you never performed—of 


fome of you, aps, God never ſaid; © Behold he 
ch ut it requires no great degree of 
virtue to be defirous of our own welfare. To be 
ſolicitous for the good of others argues difintereſt- 
ed affection. That this is highly pleaſing to God, 
appears not only from his enjoining us to remem- 
ber. others at his throne, but from the peculiar re- 
ward with which he honored the exerciſe in the 


experience of Job. Job was a. man of ſorrows— 


trials drive us to prayer this afflicted faint had 
no doubt, under his calamities, frequently made 
ſupplication untò God; but the prayer which at- 
chieyed his deliverance was not a prayer for him- 
ſelf. © The Lord turned the captivity of Job when 
« he prayed for his friends.” That we do not love 
our Ae bande as ourſelves appears from the diſpro- 
portionate. ſhare we devote to our own intereſt in 
our petitions. There is a viſible want of warmth 
in ſpreading the caſes of others before the Lord. 
In the formality of worſhip the condition of the 
heathens has been generally mentioned; 'but not 


with that feeling becoming the ſolemn thought 


religion is founded in the compaſſions of God, and 


that multitudes are © periſhing for lack of know- 
«.ledge.* The perſon who confines all his atten- 


tion to himſelf, deſerves not the name of a-man— - 


by what means he perſuades himſelf that he is a 
chriſtian, it is difficult to conceive; -The chriſtian 


it 
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it muſt fill us with compaſsion. It muſt deſtroy. 
the ſelfiſhneſs common to our deprayed nature. It 

muſt produce a unity of intereſt with pur fellow- | 
creatures, and teach us to. © look not every man 

on his own things, but every man - alſo on the 
* things of others.” —What a lovely, what a noble 
diſppſition does the religion of Jeſus Chriſt require 


and produce! Does the chriſtian weep? It is not 


only for the fins which he commits and the trou- - 
bles he endures. Does he rejoice? It is in ano- 
ther's proſperity as well as in his own. Does he pray? 
See how he expands beyond himſelf, © Brethren 
* my, heart's deſire and prayer to God for Iſrael is 
that they might be ſaved.” For I could wiſh 
that myſelf were accurſed from Chriſt, for my 
e brethren, my kinſmen according to the fleſh.” 
For Zion's ſake will I not hold my peace, and for 


Jeruſalem's ſake I will not reſt, until the righte- | 


* outneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, and the 
e falvation thereof as a lamp thatburneth” Net 
* now if thou wilt forgive their ſin—and if not, 
te blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou 
& haſt written. 1 | 
III. Conſider the univerſal extent of this requeſt. 
Little minds confine their zeal within a contracted 
circle, which excludes all but the adherents of their 
own claſs. For a party they labor, aud in the ſfuc- 
ceſs of a party they rejoice. If they pray for rain, 
it is only to refreſh and fructify their own gardens. 
They are ſtrangers to the ſublime and diffufiveqpirit 
of the Goſpel. —W retched bigotry—allow me, a fi- 
gure of ſpeech, allow me to ſuppoſe for a moment, 
Being in exiftence whoſe death we have at- 
tended, and whoſe epitaph we have ſung—wretchs 
ed bigotry what is thy language? Let the eſta- 
bliſhed church proſper—Let the diſſenting intereſt 
exail—Let the independents multiply—Let the 
baptiſts ſwell their annual liſts with numbers—Let 
the. methodiſts ſpread gn 77 . 
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ham court Chapel be filled with his glory.” — 


But giye me the language of the text, “ and let 


the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen 


« and amen.” I love to ſee an expanſion of ſoul, 


- * which, free from the. ſhackles of parry rage, in- 
| cludes all like the goodneſs of God. 


I paſs from religious denominatious, to conn- 


tties.—It does not fatisfy us to ſay, let England 


be filled with his glory.” It has frequently been 
charged upon the Scripture as a defect that it does 


not ſufficiently inculcate patriotiſm, or a love to a 


particular country; a virtue celebrated among all 
nations of the globe; a virtue which fo long ſe- 
cured Greece, and ſo highly exalted Rome; a vir- 
tue practifec 1 in former times and profeſſed in our 
own; a virtue of which we have nothing left 
« but loaves] and fiſhes.” —The charge is part] 

falſe and partly true, and as far as it is true it will 
be found not a reproach, but an honor to the Goſ- 

pel. If we look into the Old Teſtament we ſhall 
find this ſacred injunction; © Pray for the ny 

t 


© of Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that love 


Never was love more ſincere and ardent than that 


which the Jews exerciſed towards their native 
land. Jeruſalem was the centre of their happi- 
neſs, the ſeat of all the endearments of life. 

adorn it they eſteemed nothing too coſtly; to de- 


fend it they cheerfully ſhed their blood. Its proſ- 


perity ſatisfied them; its welfare made, them for- 
get their ſorrows—When they ſaw it deſtroyed by 


the hands of the Babylonians, they abandoned 


theniſelyes to grief, and found life a burden; they 
« hung their harps upon the willows,” * the voice 
* of mirth was heard no more, and all the daugh- 
« ters of muſic were brought low.” But even in 
its reduced ſtate they retained the ſame affection, 
rizing its ruins above the ſuperb palaces of Baby- 
Eu: they © took. caſure in her ſtones, and fa 
* yored the duſt ercof,” each ſaying, 1 fore 
* get 
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get thee, O Jeruſalem, let my right hand forget 
© her cunning, if I do not remember thee let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I pre- 
« fer not Jerufalem above my chief joy.” And 
where does the New Teſtament enforce the wild 
idea that the whole world is to- be our country, 
and mankind our fellow citizens? Jeſus Chriſt was 
a patriot; he loved his country, notwithſtanding 
the ingratitude and ęgruelty of his countrymen. 
He firſt went © to the. loſt ſheep of the houſe of 
ce Iſrael.” As he drew near the devoted metropo- 
lis, “ he wept over it.” He commanded his 
Apoſtles © to preach by and remiſsion of 
&« ſins to all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem.” 
The Goſpel does not deſtroy the uſeful feelings of 
nature, but corrects and ſanctifies them; it in- 
ſpires us with ſentiments becoming our condition, 
and never forgets that we are creatures of limited 
. faculties. But after all, what is patriotiſm? Is it 
ſuch a partial attachment to a particular country, 
as leads us to diſregard the liberty and happineſs 
of every other nation? Is it ſuch an excluſive at- 
tachment as would lead us to oppreſs every other 
country, for the ſake of our own, and. deſtroy 
thouſands who would not acquieſce in our opi- 
nion, avarice and ambition? What was a Ro- 
man? A proud, unfeeling tyrant, who placed right 
in power, who triumphed remorſeleſsly over unde- 
fended weakneſs, who gloried in proportion to the 
number of cities and provinces he had taken or 
deſtroyed. What was the patriotiſm of a Roman? 
A falſe virtue, the deſtruction of all juſtice and be- 
nevolence—and this falſe virtue has always been 
admired becauſe it conceals ſelf-intereſt under the 
. maſk of public ſpirit, and gives licence to "inflict 
injuries not only with impunity but with applauſe. 
It is the glory of the Goſpel to ſay nothing of ſuch 
_ patriotiſm.” It is the glory of the Goſpel: to ſet us 
above the prejudices which have ſo long ind ſo un- 
l 8 - happily 
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| ity/kept men at variance and to teach us 
that God has made of one- blood all the nations of 
the earth, that men are not our enemies becauſe 
they live at the other fide of a channel, or a moun- 
tain—that they are not to be bought and ſold as 
ſlaves becauſe the ſun has jetted their complexions 
that we are * debtors to Jews and Greeks” and 
that © as we have opportunity” without any excep- 
tions © wears to do good unto all men.” Chriſ- 
tianity comfpands: us to love all the human race, 
and to das our neighbours the inhabitants of 
the remoteſt regions; when their diſtreſſes require 
our aid, and it is in © the power of our hand to 


« civeit.,..- 5 
| Iv. We. obſerve the divinity of this prayer 
God feels the fame defire, and has the ſame object 
in view-—we are acting according to his pleaſure, 
« we are workers together with him.” This ap- 
pears from the precepts he has given, and the pro- 
miſes which he has made. ; | 

+ God's authority is interpoſed, and there are two 
injunctions in particular which deſerve more at- 
terftion than we have hitherto given them. Our 
duty appears from the words of the Apoſtle to the 
Theſſalonians. Brethren pray for us that the 
« word of the Lord may have free courſe, and be. 
c &lorified.” The alluſion is beautiful, whether it 
reſpects a conquering army bearing down all oppo- 
ſition, marching from victory to victory; or an 
unobſtructed river, fertilizing its banks, ſpread- 
ing plenty over the country through which it paſſes, 
and 'augmenting as it rolls along till it becomes an 
cdcean. Hear the language of God by the Prophet; 
« have ſet watchmen upon thy walls, O Ferufa- 
lem, which ſhall never hold their peace day nor 
* night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep 
not ſilence; and give him no reſt till he eſta- 

* bliſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the . 
#* garth.” What importunity is hd baba | 


E 
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The promiſes roſpecting this ſubject are © ex- 
c ceeding great and precious.” I would repeat a 
few of them. And it ſhall come to paſs in the 
* laſt days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe 
* ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, 
« and ſhall be exalted above the hills; and all na- 
tions ſhall flow unto it.” © And it ſhall be in 
* that day, that living waters ſhall go out from Je- 
* ruſalem: half of them toward the. former ſea, 
ce and half of them toward the hindeFFa: in ſum- 
© mer and in winter ſhall it be. And the Lord 
& ſhall be king over all the earth: in that day ſhall 
e there be one Lord, and his name one.” For 
e the earth ſhall be filled with the knowledge of 
* the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
cc fea.” I might enlarge quotation, but it will be 
of more importance to remove an objection taken 
from the ſuppoſition that theſe profpects have been 
already realized. This, if admitted, would damp our 
zeal, and weaken our hands. We contend, there- 
fore, that nothing has taken place in any paſt ex- 
perience of the Church, whether Jewiſh or Chriſ- 
tian, to ſubſtantiate theſe pleaſing defcriptions; 
that there has been nothing in the conduct of God 
to this day ſufficient in extent, im duration, in glory, 
to embody the hopes which his word has excited. 
When have theſe promiſes been accomplifhed ?—In 
vain we look into the Jewiſh nation for a fulfilment. 
Much of their proſperity was diminiſhed before 
many of theſe prophecies were given they were 
in a diſtracted and ſuffering ſtate under the reign 
of the Kings of Judah and Iſrael their City and 
Temple were deſtroyed by the Chaldeans—though 
they returned from captivity; and rebuilded their 


City and Temple, they continued. a dependant 


people, and were tributaries-to the Perſian, Mace- 
donian, and Roman power. Rejecting the Meſſi- 
ah, and imprecating his blood upon themſelves and 
their children, they were *deſtroyed with a very fore 
. : rh a „ «© deftruttion,” 
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. *deftruction,” and to this hour they remain ſeat- 


< tered and peeled,” unable, by their ſituation and 
| circumſtances, to perform the ceremonies of their 


own ritual, 
In vain we look into the Chriſtian Church: for 


Aa afulfilment. Since the Apoſtle's days the boun- 


daries of Zion have been altered, but never enlarg- 
ed. Is not the greateſt of the earth to this 
day u inted with the name of God our Sa- 
viour? is Chriſtendom itſelf compared with 
the globe? A confiderable part of Europe, ' almoſt 
the 4 7k of. the other three continents, with the 
numerous Iſles in the Eaſtern and Southern Oceans, 
are covered with © groſs darkneſs.” Is it thus 
that © all men ſhall be bleſſed in him, all nations 
« ſhall call him blefled?” Is it thus that © from 
< the riſing of the ſun even to the going down of 
& the ſame, his name ſhall be great among the 
r Gentiles, and in every place incenſe ſhall be of- 
« fered to him and a pure offering?” The extent 
of God's cauſe, Notary, has never been adequate 
to prediction And what has been the duration 
of its peace and proſperity ?. Sometimes the influ- 
ences of divine grace attending the preaching of 
the word have been remarkable. The Church of 
- Chriſt has had bleſſed revivals, but they have never 
been of long continuance.— The people of thy 
* holineſs have poſſeſſed it but a li tile while: our 
* adverſaries have trodden down thy ſanctuary.“ 
But faith aſſures us that © there ſhall be abundance 
of peace ſo long as the moon endureth:” © that 
Zion ſhall be an eternal excellency, the joy of 
we * many generations. Thy ſun ſhall no more 
down, neither ſhall the moon withdraw itſelf: 
< for the Lord ſhall be thy everlaſting light, and 
2 the days of - y mourtiing ſhall be ended.” 
Ch glory is 1] fox of which has neyer been rea- 
5 "B, or braſs I will bring gold, and for iron 
: I To bring filver, and for wood braſs, and for 
1 ſtones i iron, I 22 85 alſo make thine officers 28 
| cc A 
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and thine exactors righteouſneſs. Violence ſhall 
© no more be heard in thy land, waſting nor deſ- 
« truction within thy borders; but \ ſhalt call 
-« thy walls ſalvation, and thy ga praiſe. The 
e ſun ſhall be no more thy i ont "by ay neither 
„for brightneſs ſhall the "boat ight unto 
«thee, but the _ — be unto 2 Wererlaft, 
jn f ht, and thy = le 
* mal . all righteous.” —The 27 
examine prophecy, the drangen i th e nee | 
of our hope, that a day will come w hen © wars 
« ſhall ceaſe to the ends of the earth; 15 Aide the 
animoſities which have ſo lon prevailed amongſt 
Chriſtians ſhall ſubſide; when Faolatry and Superſti- 
tion ſhall vaniſh; when Truth, and Holineſs and 
the pure Worſhip of God ſhall abound. We are 
authoriſed to expect that a period will come, hen 
not only individuals in different nations of men 
ſhall be devoted to Chriſt, but alſo potentates of 
every ſtate, whoſe example is influential, and whoſe 
authority gives them a peculiar adyanta „ ſhall 
© own their ſubordination to him, and m e their 
' dominion ſubſervient to his. Conſiderin "them 
ſelves in their different departments as * 

to rule by him, they will rule for him. Viewin 
themſelves as ſubjects of his ſovereign ſway, © al 
« kings ſhall fall down before him,” and far 2 
being diſtreſſed at any inquiries e Br 
kingdom, they ſhall rejoice and * praiſe him.” 

all N ſhall He have the pre-eminence, 5 — | 
amongſt other titles will be acknowledged © King 
- © of Kings, and Lord of Lords.” Has all this been 
vefified? How readeſt thou? Theſe days are to 
_ the proſpect is before us. And this prayer, 
V. Is certain in its ſucceſs. It muſt be accom- 

plihed. The world was made for the Son of God, 
_ and “ he ſhall have the heathen for his inheritance, 
sand the Wen N of the earth for his poſ- 
ſeſſion.“ 2 of his 3 is 
2 the 
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* : hy | 
the uniform deſign of all the events of Providence, 
J 0o this, all the commotions and changes which are 
taking place in the nations of the earth, and which 
ſo exceedingly perplex and confound the views 

of politicians, are tending; to this, a future da 
will, ſhew us, they were all ſubſervient. - Theſe 
- agitations are © ſhaking not the earth only, but al- 

« ſo Heaven,” and will continue till © the removal 

c of thoſe things that are ſhaken as of things that 

are made, that thoſe things which cannot be 

« ſhaken may remain.” © I will overturn, over- 

« turn, overturn it—until He come whoſe right it 
| i « is, and I will give it him.” 13 
1.1" Nothing comes to paſs by chance, and God ne- 
= ver acts without a deſign worthy of himſelf. In 
—6 the midſt of a t confuſion and uproar he 
all guides the 2 movement; „ he makes the 
1 © wrath of man to praiſe him.” Things which we 
I, in our ignorance and raſhneſs imagine unfavorable 
may be the moſt proper means- which Supreme 
Wiſdom could employ. Whatever our opinion 
m_ may be per — occurrences, his plan is 
11 fixed, “ his counſel ſhall ſtand, and he will do all 
= his pleaſure.” The word is gone out of his 
_ mouth, and © hath he ſpoken and ſhall. he not do 
nl * it?” What he has promiſed he is able to per- 
1 form. Impediments are nothing to him; “ _ 
« Zerubbabel every mountain ſhall ups a 
* plain.” es | 1222 f 
„ Do we fiagger at the promiſe of God through 

1148 _  "unbclief? Let us remember we have a ſufficient 
"i! pledge of the whole in what he has already done, 
The joytul ſound has already extended far, not- 
withitanding all the attempts of its enemies to re- 
firam it. Multitudes from age to age have heard 
the. glad tidings, and obtained ſalvation through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. What a happy change has 
this highly favoured Iſland experienced ſince the 
invaſion of Julius Cæſar! Suppoſe a * 2 
at os an 
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landed with the Roman army, and aſter examin 8 
ing the ſtate of the country, had heard a prophet 
predicting all the advantages we have long enjoyed. 


Are we attempting any thing more improba- 


ble? — But what is every inſtance of converſion?— 


Some of you are not ſtrangers to © the day of 
God's power.” You know that © the exceeding 


« greatneſs of his mighty power,” which has been 
exerted in you, is ſufficient to inſure ſucceſs to dur 


labors amongſt the heathens. -I confider every 


ſinner as a little pagan world in himſelf; and the 
grace which renews him, is all the eneourage- 


ment we defire. + + 5 as 
Draw no improper inference from this reaſoning, 


Say not God will ſupport his own cauſe; -and exe- 
cute his own ſes, and therefore we may fit down 
at our eaſe; we have nothing to do— He will main 


tain his own cauſe, and he will accompliſh his own 
deſigns; but if you are properly affected, you will 
be deſirous of becoming inſtruments in his hands. 


The certainty of the event inſtead of relaxing dili- 

| gence, ſhould increaſe it, inſtead of preventing the 
uſe of means ſhould encourage us in the ute of 

them—and if David's prayer be the prayer of your 


hearts, it will excite activity, it will lead you in 
proportion to its warmth to exert yourſelves ac- 
cording to your ſtations, your talents, your oppor- 


tunities, Without this our prayer is hypocrify, and 


our pity reſembles the charity of thoſe verbal phi- 
lanthropiſts, who ſay © be ye warmed and be ye 
< cloathed, when they never give thoſe things that 
4 _ » : . 
are needful.“ 2h 


- 


— 


We ought to lament that we have done ſo little 


to prove, I will not ſay the ferveney, but even the 


fincerity of our prayers; and upon ſuch an occa- - 


ſion as this, rather than embarraſsing our minds 
with the conduct of God in the contracted limits 


of the Goſpel, it becomes us to examine ourſelves 


to ſee whether we are not verily guilty. The 
WO 


Church 
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Church. of hui ſhould have burned with zeal 
while there was one heathen nation or town to 
convert. The Friend of Sinners ſaid to his Apoſ- 
tles, © Go ye into all the world, and -preach the 
. Goſpel to every creature.” They were not to 
deſiſt till they had fulfilled their extenſive commiſ- 
ſion. The Apoſtles underſtood this; they flew 
like angels, © having the everlaſting. Goſpel to 
4 preach to them that dwell upon the earth.” The 
Diſciples diſperſed; the Goſpel ſpread in every di- 
rection, and © mightily grew the word of God and 
< prevailed.” Pious men after them followed the 
noble example; carrying the Goſpel from. city to 
city, and from province to province. This courſe 
=> have been 8 ſucceſſors forgot 
the common object, ſtopped without endeavouring 
to make further — divided into parties, and 
+ contended: with acrimony for their reſpective pecu- 
liarities How little of the knowledge of ihe C Goſ- 
pel have the heathens for ages derived from their 
connection with evangelized nations? It has been 
Juſtiy obſerved, that this is the crying fin of chriſ- 
tian lands; a ſin too of which they have been quite 
inſenſible; a fin never lamented in our ſermons 
for national humiliation, * Without uſing the means 
to ſave men, are we not chargeable with their 
blood ? Is jt-not owing to our criminal indifference 
that millions are “ fitting in darkneſs and in the 
region of the ſnadow of death ?” Viewing our- 
| ſelves in a national capacity, as En gl:iſhmen, the 
Providence of God hey furniſhed us "with peculiar | 
advantages for this ſervice. Our arms and eom- 
merce have opened us a paſſage to the moſt diſtant 
parts of the Globe—but our deſigns have not been 
formed with a view to benefit the heathens, while 
our conduct has left a bad jmpreſsion-of the Chriſ- 
tian name. We have all Been culpable; ioo long 
have we ſtood idle; we have not ſought, occaſions, 
we have r oppomunitzen May our repen- 


tance 
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tanee obtain forgiveneſs, and produce diligence. 
Let us with. one heart and voice that the 
whole earth may be filled with the * glory of our 
God., Let us ſpend, our days and end our lives in 
this Hlefled ſervice, It is better that it be in our 
heart to attempt the work, ſhould our endeavours 
fail of ſucceſs, * that we ſhould. be as indiffe» 
rent. to it as the ſupine Jews were to the rebuild- 
ing of the Houſe of the Lord, which had long lain 
in-ruins, under the notion that the time is not 
come, the time that the © Lord's Houſe ſhould be | 


Ke & built.“ 


Me rejoice that a conſiderable number is — 
ed into a Society to make proof of the will of God 
reſpecting the converſion of the heathens. We 
rejoice that the well formed plan receiyes ſuch go- 
neral countenance and aſsiſtance. We rejoice. in 
the harmony, liberality, prudence and vigour which 
have been diſplayed. We rejoice that there are 
thoſe whoſe zeal for the Lord of Hoſts diſpoſes them 
to renounce the comforts of civilized life, to de- 
vote themſelves to the ſervice of ſavage tribes. We 
rejoice that there are thoſe whoſe hearts have in- 
clined them to engage in conducting them to the 
place of their deſtination—give commandment, O 
God, concerning their bones—fay to the roaring 
; winds and waves, © touch not mine anointed, and 
do my prophets no harm.” We rejoice that in 
a buſineſs of ſuch moment ſo many favorable cir- 
cumſtances, concur to ſtrengthen our hands, and 
enliven our hopes. We will treat our diſcourage- 
ments with neglect, and our encouragements with 
13 We have begun in the ſtrength of the 
rd, and his ſpirit enabling us, we will patientl 
endure. While others © deſpiſe the day of fi 
things,“ we will get our faith ſtrengthened by 
< the teſtimony of Jeſus,” and expect that © the 
« little one ſhall become a thouſand,” and that the 
r no bigger than a man's hand, ſhall incrpaſs, 
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and pour down ſhowers upon deſert lands.—And' 
thou, O God, whoſe mercies are over all thy works, 


and who hateſt nothing that thou haft made, 0 


thou that heareſt prayer, receive and anſwer our 
united ſupplications. Be merciful unto us, and 


* bleſs us, and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon us. 


« That thy way may be known upon earth, thy 
« ſaving health amon — br nations. Let the peo-— 
te ple e thee, O let all the people praiſe 

* Fang O let the nations be' glad, and fing for 
3 thou ſhalt judge the people righteouſſy, 
ern the nations upon earth, Let e 
praiſe thee, O : let all the people 


& praiſe thee. Then ſhall the earth yield her in- 


Fe hor and God, even our own God, ſhall blefs 
« us. God ſhall bleſs us, and all the ends of the 
* earth ſhall fear him. 


GREAT EFFECTS FROM FEEBLE MEANS. 
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SERMON 1V. 


Jvpoxs vii. 2. 


And the Lord ſaid unto Gideon, the People that are 
with thee, are too many for Me to give the Midian- 
tes into their hands. . 


W HEN I look around me at this vaſt con- 
_ of my fellow creatures, I cannot but recol- 
lect a circumſtance which happened in Wales ſome - 
years paſt: at a large aſſociation, where a great 
number of Miniſters uſed to meet, an honeſt, ſim- 
ple hearted exhorter (ſo we call the lay preachers) 
was fixed upon to preach on that day, before ſeve- 
ral Miniſters of ſuperior know] and talents in 
the. miniſterial work; a friend of his called. him 
aſide, and aſked him how he felt himfelf at the 
appointment, and if he thought he could ſtand up 
and open his mouth before ſuch a vaſt number of 
people? His reply was, Brother, I am now going 
«to preach Chrift crucified, to all theſe people, as to 
c one ſingle ſinner.” Thus may my Divine Maſter 
enable me to ſpeak a few things conſiſtent with 
his holy will, before this reverend and venerable 


aſſembly. _, . 
The occafion of our meeting to day, as well as 
of ſeveral other late meetings, leading to this, can- 
not be unknown to the * part 6f” my hear- 


ers. 


Fe, 
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ers. . The nature and intention of theſe meetings 


have, at different times, been opened and explain- 
ed by Yery able and learned Miniſters; and, I be- 
lieve, to the great ſatisfaction and joy of many. 

The intention of the whole I take to be ſimply 


this; to convey the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, to the diſ- 


tant iſles of the earth; to diffuſe a beam of Goſ- 
pel day to thoſe. our fellow creatures, who fit in 
darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death. A deſign 
more glorious, for what I know, than to create 


another world. Epheſ. i. 19. To ſend the im- 


rtant meſſage of ſalvation, through the blood of 
Jeſus, to the remoteſt parts of the earth. When 
I view this awful ſcene, that text of Scripture for- 
cibly ſtrikes my mind, Iſaiah xlix. G. And he 
6 ſaid, It is a light tbing that thou ſhouldeſt be 
« my ſervant to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and 


| to reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael: I will alſo give 


e thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou may- 


« eſt be my ſalvation unto the end of the earth.” 


We are now come to the cloſe of theſe public 
-meetings; and every unprejudiced perſon, who 


loves the cauſe of Jeſus, cannot but moſt ſincerely 


congratulate this Society on that love and harmo- 


ny which have hitherto prevailed. among you, and 
| likewiſe on the pleaſing proſpect of ſucceſs before . 


'you. A245 | : 
And now, it ſeems, it is the lot of this unworthy 


vorm to ſtand up here, and endeavour to ſtimulate 


the camp to move under the all- conquering ban- 


ner of the croſs, and put your glorious - plan, for 


the good of ſouls, into execution; not diſhearten- 
ed by mountains of difficulties and improbabilities 


in your way, but being confident of this, that it is 


the ſame thing with your Divine Maſter to 


« 


on his purpoſes in the world, by weak as well as by 


* ſtrong means. 


DE | This ths grand: truth: inculcated in the POr- - 
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tion 
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tion of Scripture now under confideration. Of 
this we have an aſtoniſhing inſtance. in the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of the religion of Jeſus in the world. 

Ihe inſtruments in God's hand, for that purpoſe, 
were mean-and worthleſs in themſelyes, (what a 
contraſt, in one ſenſe, between them and the cloud 
of witneſſes now before me ) not nurſed up in the 
fchool of Athens, not the wiſe men of Greece, but 
the poor illiterate fiſhermen of Galilee, and yet 
they conquered many nations of the world, and 
engaged them to ſubmit to the doctrine of the 
croſs. 

Gideon (the old hrefher) is here prepared, by 
the hand of the Lord, for a great undertaking— 
the deliverance of Iſrael from the tyranny of Mi- 
dian, who came as graſshoppers, and left no ſuſ- 
tenance for poor Iſrael in = land. Chap vi. 4, 5. 

An Angel appeared to im as he was thre/hin 
This i God — old. Some of you — 

- think Him wiſer now, perlaps you may. Of old 
He took Moſes and David from the ewes, Eliſha- 
from the plough-tail, the Apoſtles from their netss 
Paul — from his tents, (if the devil ſuffered 
him to remain at his work, but I ſuppoſe many 
hours were happily re with the high prieſts.) 
Thus our Lord wiſely managed of old. * 49 

the Lord looked upon Gideon,” ſee verſe 14 of 
chap. 6. It ſeems that what Gideon ſaid, reached 
the Lord's heart, (to ſpeak: after the manner of 
men); and he ſaid, © go in this thy might.” In 
what might? ver. 12.“ The Lord is with thee.” 
That was his might. Go in this, and do by the 

Midianites, as thou . haſt done by the wheat, near 

the wine — and threſh them ſtoutly and deſtroy 
them. Fear not, I will make thee a threſhing 

| inſtrument, and thou ſhalt fave Ifrael from the 
« hand of the Midianites.” But wherewith, dear 
Lord? I have neither men nor money, and my a- 
=_ is — in Manaſſeh. 18 had mean thoughts 

at 
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of himſelf; but nothing the worſe for that. See 2 

Sam. ix. 8. and Luke i. 43. Real worth is al- 

ways modeſt. *But here comes his armour, and 
here appears his ſtrength. Ver. 16. And the 

Lord ſaid unto him, Surely I will be with thee.” 

As good as an army of millions. Iſa. 52. 12. 

But I muſt proceed, for I would not, upon any 
account, ſteal too much of your time. All this 
was brought to a happy iſſue. After many indul. 
gences thewn him, to confirm his weak faith, we 
find our general, in the beginning of Chap. 7. at 
the head of an army of two and thirty thouſand: 
men. Well, there are ſome hopes from ſuch an 

nce: and yet, at this very time, it is proba- 
ble Gideon hoped and wiſhed for a 2 num- 
ber. Perhaps Gideon. and his friends were now 
wiſhing for- thirty thouſand more - then it would 
do,—we ſhould then drive theſe gra/shoppers out 


of our 2 HE 
But hold, Head General appears, let us hear 
what He ſays of this little army. They are 700 
' * many,” And the Lord ſaid this! See, my 
brethren, how God is. determined to thwart the 
ways of men, when there is an apparent tendency 
in any means to rob Him of his glory. The army 
of the Midianites were a hundred thouſand more 
than they, Chap. viii. 10. And yet Gideon's arm 
muſt be reduced, if God ſhould ſet about the 
of delivering. Human probability muſt give up 
the command, when the Lord of Hofts appears in 
the field. © They are too many for Me to give the 
« Midianites' into your hands.” The Lord will 
take care of his own glory. God is ſometimes 
ready to —_— of too much help, but never of 
too little. We are ſometimes too early, but he is 
never too late. | | | 
We ſee the manner by which Gideon's army is 
reduced, verſe 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. n | 
The firſt day of trial was a happy time for cow- 
5 | ards, 
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ards, and they ſeemed to enjoy it; and the ſecond 
was ſo to the lazy and ſlothful. 

The firſt character in ver. 5, evidences firen 
of mind, and great willingneſs of ſoul for the work 
of God; it implies a ſtedfaſt reſolution of heart to 
be engaged for the Lord: as if theſe /appers had 
ſaid drop by the help of my hand, and away for the 
feld. The ſecond character, I mean ſuch as bowed 
down on the knee, feemed rather indifferent about 
the ſucceſs of the day; eaſy and formal folks! 
and, I ſuppoſe, did not trouble their heads much 
about theſe Midianites, fo they had a plentiful 
draught, and could indulge their weary limbs for 
a while. Such are not wanted in the ſervice, and, 
to their no ſmall comfort, they ſhall go home. | 

Verfe 7. So the three hundred took victuals 
* jn their hands, and their trumpets: by this I 
conclude they went to the battle unarmed, at leaſt, 
carried no arms in their hands, for in one hand 

they took their victuals, and in the other hand 
their trumpets. So it is evident that the ſalvation 
wrought by them was of the Lord. Thus God 
will own and bleſs weak means; that we might be 
encouraged to go on valiantly in his ſtrength, when- 
ever we are engaged in h caufe. ' 

When the Lord was encouraging his people, in 
their great poverty, to rebuild the — he tells 
them by his Prophet,“ Not by might, nor by 

power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
Zech. iv. 6. „If I wanted to carry on my work 
4e by gold and ſilver, theſe things are mine: but I 
* will do it by my Spirit, that you may fee it is 
ny hand: faith the Lord of Hoſts”. is is the 
Lord s ſeal; and all oppoſition muft vaniſh be- 
fore Him. | 

I truſt the Lord will ſo work for you, my breth- 
ren, as that you may diſcover his mighty hand 
graciouſly directing your fteps in the plan before 

| you, 


0 
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you, and this will afford you the greateſt comfort 
and ſatisfaction. | 

Joo much dependence upon probable means 
is very natural to fallen man. P hh and Senna- 
cherib are awful inſtances of this: and Saul ſeemed. 
much diſappointed and chagrined at the appear- 
ance of that ſtripling David, when brought before 
his majeſty. 1 Sam. xvii. 33. But the lad ſoon 
. ſettled the matter with him, as we ſee in the fol- 
Jowing verſes. May you have a fhip load of ſuch 
Ids, and they will fill the world with the ſound of 
the Gofpel of Jeſus Chriſt, They will blow the 
' trumpets, and never mind the pitchers. 

And it we come to the New 'Teſtament, we ſhall 

foon find a melancholy inſtance of too much conſi- 
dence in human firength in Peter. *If all deny thee, 
I never will: nay I will die for thee.” You know 
how it happened. And when matters came to be 
ſettled by our gracious and merciful Lord, Peter 
was aſked, © Loveſt thou me more than theſe?” 
He modeſtly replied I [ove thee, but I will ne- 
ver get into the balance with any chriſtian again, 
« for I now ſce I am nothing out thy divine 
cc ”5 

Many of us are like Philip at the opening 
of a miraculous feaſt, in which the glory of the 
feaſt-maker was to appear conſpicuouſly great 
John vi. 7. © Philip anſwered him, Two hun- 
* dred pennyworth of bread is not ſufficient for 
, © them, that every one of them may take a little 

And like Andrew, whoſe carnal reaſoning afked, 
in verſe 9, © but what are they among ſo many * 
But let the people fit down in faith, and they ſhall 
ſind plenty, and more to take up, chan was brought 
before the multitude. This carnal reaſoning fre- 
quently. diſtreſſes the weak Chriſtian. My own 
unbelieving heart would have tempted me this 
morning to furniſh myſelf with a paper popgun 
for my preſent ſupport; but thinking at the ſame 
ume, that if I _ not manage it with propriety, 
1 ROO 
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I ſhould be in the ſituation of boys who uſe fringed 
corks under their ſhoulders to ſwim; which (ſhould 
they, through negligence, fall lower under the 
body) tilt the heels uppermoſt, and the youth finks 
— 1 dies. I ſhall therefore truſt myſelf to the 
mercy of the ſtream, and reſt with confidence on 
that precious promiſe of our bleſſed Lord, Lo, 1 
* am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
* world.” Matth. xxviii. 20. ä 

That ardour and zeal, which at preſent ſeem to 
engage your hearts in the work, can hardly be ſuf- 
ficiently admired, yet it is a patient looking up to 
God, and waiting in the duſt for his blefling, that 
muſt crown the work. As the cloud moves, ſo 
will your ſucceſs and proſperity appear. Your 
preſent proſpect is like Elijah's little cloud, 1 Kings 
xviii. 44. which by and by will, I humbly truſt, 
overſpread Otaheite, and all the Iſlands, and produce 
ſuch a crop of precious ſouls for Jeſus, as will“ fill 
your mouth with laughter, and your tongue 
with ſinging.” Pſalm cxxvi. 2. 

Now this muſt be a work of faith, grounded 
upon this promiſe—Pſalm ii. 8. © Aſk of me, and 
&« will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
© and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſ- 
&« ſeſſion.” You muſt have faith for the work. 
We Io on not be too much elevated by human 

ities; and, as Chriſtians, we ought not to 
be di diſmayed by improbabilitics. It is the work of 
faith to ; 60G. all theſe as we go; and when we 
come to-the foot of the hill, we ought to look up 
and ſay, Who art thou, 0 great mountain? Be- 
fore Zerubbabel thou ſhalt become a plain.“ 
There is never any danger in truſting God with 
weak improbable means. Here the danger lies, in 
the bias of the human heart to look more to great 
means than to the great God. It is an eaſy mat- 
ter for a perſon to ſay that part of the Lord's pray 
. . us this "Ps our daily bread, when his pan- 
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try is well filled with all manner of neceſſary food 

and delicacies: but here is the man that wins the 
Lord's heart, who makes his petition, when there 
| 2 not a bit in the houſe for the next meal ! | 

| When there is any peouliar work, God will look 
- + for himſelf. peculiar inſtruments; not anſwer- 


able perhaps to our narrow expectation, but fit for 
the diſcovery of his power; and the work ſhall be 
done. 

Faith, when in its exerciſe, hath generally three 
objects in its view. 

1. Her own weakneſs, We have no might 

© againſt this t company that cometh againſt 
© us: neither know we what to do.“ 2 Ou. 
AX. 12. 

2. The flrength of her enemies. The Red- Sea 
before, a huge mountain on each fide, Pharaoh 
and his mighty hoſt behind! O]! They were nicely 
hemmed in for a glorious ſight of God's ſalvation: 

3. God in his promiſe, above all. Moſes had 
this for him againſt the Egyptians. *© The Lord 
« will fight for you. And ye ſhall hold your 
« peace”. You be ſilent and wait. Let older 
clatter as they 

Thus it was with Eliſha when there was no rain 


on the earth. He ſaid to Ahab, © Get thee up, 


c eat and drink, for there/is a nde abundance 
« of rain.” See 1 Kings xviit. 41. Obſerve, this 


was before his ſervant ſaw the little cl: but how = 


did he hear the ſound of rain when all the atmoſ- 


phere was ſo clear? Whence came this, learned 


divines? In the womb of the promiſe—Elijah heard 
the ſound of much rain. See the 1f verſe of chap. 
18. The word of the Lord came to Elijah ſay- 


«6 j ing, Go ſhew thyſelf unto Ahab, and I will ſend 


{© rain upon the earth.” His faith reſted upon the 
* and he pane its accompliſhment. 
I muſt allow that at times the eye of faith hath 
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the light of the ſun. Mordecai had a mote in his 
eye for a time, clear as his faith was, when Eſther 
could not ſee the king for thirty days. But this 
mote was removed, and he rejoiced to ſee the ſun. 

ear his voice when the clouds were diſperſed. 

her jv. 14. © If thou altogether holdeſt thy peace 
« at this time, then ſhall there enlargement and de- 
« liverance ariſe to the Jews from another place.“ 
When he had the mote in his eye, he could ſee 
only the &mg's court ;—but having it removed, he 
doth not limit the Holy One of Iſrael. There was 
another mote in David's eye: the hand of Saul be- 
tween his foul and his God ; and he ſpeaks in the 
dark and ſays, © I ſhall one day fall by the hand 
& of Saul.” We read of another large mote in the 
eye of Elijah's faith; that wicked Jezebel, whenhe 
Ad for his life, and came to Beerſheba. And what a 
mote was that in poor Peter's eye, when he looked 
more upon the nd than upon his Lord? Matth. 


iv. 30. He began te fi k, but cries out for help, 


and his maſter faves bim. | 
Faith, when the eye is clear, will do wonders. 
If time would permit, I could give you ſome few 


- inſtances of its exploits, and that when outward 


means ran low, and many improbabilities hung in 
the way. Where ſhall I begin? I thall mention 
three remarkable inſtances of the power of faith in 
relying upon God in time of diſtreſs: And may 
the Spirit of the living God adminiſter comfort and- 

much encouragement to our ſouls from them. 
The firſt I ſhall mention is Jonathan, that faith- 
ful friend of David. Hear the language of this, 
young man's faith, to his armour-bearer, when 
going forth againſt the garriſon of the Philiſtines. 
1 Sam, xiv. 0. © Come, let us go over unto the gar- 
e rifon of theſe uncircumciſed: it may be the Lord 
« will work for us; for there is no reſtraint to the 
Lord to fave by many or by FEW.” And fee 
verſe 12. Come up after me, for the Lord hath; 
| „ „ ehen 
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« delivered them into the hands of Iſrael.” It may 
be worth our notice here. Jonathan moves in this 
lorious attack upon the ground of the promiſe, and 
oes not aſeribe the glory of this victory to himſelf 
and his ermayr-bearer,. but to the God of Iſrael. 
The promiſe was to Iſrael, 1 Sam. ix. 16. and 
1 . his honeſt diſintereſted heart ſays—* For 
&« the Lord hath delivered them into the hand of 
« Tirael.” He was a man of great faith. 
Through weaker means we may ſee God's great- 


er ſtrengtbõß. 


Again, what ſhall I ſay of Aſa's faith? 2 Chron, 
xiv. 11. When there came out againſt him an hoſt 
of a thouſand thouſand, and three hundred n | 
What could Afa do againſt ſuch an army as this 


We find he runs to his God, to his ſtrong tower: 


hear him yerſe 1} and 12. It is nothing with 
© thee, O Lord, to help whether with many, or 
e with them that have no power: help us, O Lord 
@ our God; for we reſt on thee, and in thy name 
* we go againſt this multitude. Let not man pre- 
6“ yall againſt thee.” Here was great faith, and 
the victory was very great alſo. He went forth in 


the Lord's name and prevailed. 


The third inftance of the, power of faith that I 


. ſhall mention is that which we have in 2 Chron. 


xx. when the children of Moab and the children 
of Ammon, and the inhabitants of Mount Seir, 
came againſt Jehoſhaphat, who in this great diſ- 
treſs repaired to the houſe of the Lord, and ſtood in 
the midſt of the congregation,. and ſaid, verſe 6. 
Art not thou God in heaven? Moab and Am- 


© mon are mighty, but thou art mightier. Thou 


« fitteſt in Heaven, and overruleſt all. This great 
4 army is nothing before thy power.” And verſe 

| Here he lays hold 
on a covenant God, and cannot let him go. In 
theſe very words I ſee to whom the victory 


will fall. All Judah ſtood before the Lord, with 


„ their 
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« their little ones; C ying for help; and the Lord 
* heard them.” The Spirit of the Lord came 
% upon Jahaziel, the ſon of Zechariah,” verſe 14. 
And! he will direct them how and what to do in 
this day of trial. He tells them“ The battle is 
„not yours, but God's. Ye ſhall not need to 
«fi bt; in this battle—ſtand ye ſtill, and fee the 
«4 ation of the Lord with bot As if he had 
ſaid, © Look to God, and ſing the grand chorus of the 
* Church of Chrif, and, while you are ſinging, 
* your God will fight, and you ſhall have the vic- 


4 tory.” And ſo it was, verſe 21, 22. While the 
Lord's mercy endureth, his people muſt not be diſ- - 


mayed]; but go on and ſing, Here was a yidory 
never to be forgotten !! * 
We have an account of a ſimilar co ce ob- 


tained by the ancient Britons in the year 420 over 


an army of Picts-and Saxons, near Mould in 
Flintſhire, at the time the Palagian hereſy attempt- 


ed to rear its head in that country. The Britons 


being unarmed, having Germanus and Lupus at 
their head, when the Pits and Saxons came to the 
attack, the two commanders (Gideon like) ordered 
their little army to ſhout ha//elyjah three times 
over, at the ſound of which, the enemy, being 
ſuddenly ſtruck with terror, ran away in the 
| 8 confuſion, and left the poor orthodox Bri- 
tons maſters of the field. Archbiſhop Uſher treats 
of this remarkable victory in his writings. And I 
bave ſeen a ſtone monument of this conqueſt, 
which remains to this day in a field near Mould, 
with the following inſcription in Latin. 
Ad annum CCCCXX, Saxones Pictiq Bellum ad- 


verſus Britones, j jundis viribus, ſuſciperunt in hac 
Regione, Hodicq MAES GARMON. appellata. 


Cum in prælium deſcenditur, Apoſtolicis Britonum 
Ducibus, GERMANO, et Lupo, CHRISTUS mi- 
2 In Caſtris A ex- 


* 
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elamabant. Hoſtile Agmen terrore proflernitur. 
Triumphant—Hoſtibus fuſis fine RY: Palma 


fy Fide non Viribus obtenta. 


- 


M. P. 
In VICTORLA ALLELU JATICA Memoriam. 


N. G. ' M,DCC,XXXVI. 


In the year four hundred and twenty the Sax- 
ons and Picts waged war with united forces againſt 
the Britons on this ſpot, and- now called Macs- 
Garmon®*. When the battle was juſt beginning, 
Germanus and Lupus being the apoſtolic leaders 
2 the Britons, Chriſt fought for them. Thrice 

ſhouted Allelujah. The hoſtile army fell 

— panic before 9 They are triumphant. 


7 The enemy being .routed, 'the victory was won, 
not by force, but by faith. 


Nehemiah Griffiths ereted this monument in 
memory of the Hallelujah Victory. 
| M,DCC,XXX VI. 


| Bleſſed be God, Hallelujah has never left poor 
Wales ſince. 

Now for a word or two to thoſe who are deter- 
mined to devote their all to this glorious under- 
taking, in leaving their friends and relatives be- 


. hind, and.embarking in this important meſlage. 
And, i in the firſt place, were I a ſca-faring man, I 


* German's Meadow. 


I Mr. Nehemiah Griffith was uncle to the Fry poſſeſſor 
of the Rhyal eſtate, where the event is recor to have ha 
pened. Mr. Milner, in his ſecond volume of Church Hiſtory, © 
takes notice of the victory, ( 2 526) though he mentions not 
the hallelujah as its cauſe. . whos he might ſuppoſe it might 
ſubject him to the h of credulity, and being inclined to 
the marvellous; but he adds, (which gives me a clearer know- 


25 ledge of our town's name than I had before) that Germanus 


upus, (vid. Bedæ. 1. Hiſt.) in order to preach to, and bap- 


tine the immenſe multitudes who attended their miuiſtrv, had a 


oburch made” of boughs of trees twiſted together, from whence 1 
en aa [pet came our Wydd Grug. | 7. | 


ſhould 
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ſhould attempt to give you a full deſcription ofthe 
ſhip to be employed. 
will only diſcover my ignorance in that line. 


Were I a young man of 24 years of age, I ſhould 


beg to be admitted, as one of the happy company, 
and humbly would I ſolicit the good captain to 
have the following ;precious portion of Scripture 
painted in large Jetters on the moſt conſpicuous 
part of the maifi-maſt, © FEAR NOT, FOR I 
* AM WITH THEE, BE. NOT DISMAYED, 
FOR I AM THY GOD;“ and the ſhip's crew 
muſt read it every morning before breakfaſt. | 
As for the Captain, his qualifications are far be- 
yond my conception; however, he will not be of- 
fended if I beg my Divine Maſter to furniſh him 
with a good comfo 

he expects not a few in his long voyage) made np 
of the following materials—the faith of Noah—the 


meekneſs of Moſes—the wiſdom almoſt of a Solo- 


mon—the patience of Job—the intrepid ſpirit of a 
Zerubbabel—the ſublimity of an Iſaiah, that he may 
have daily intercourſe with the King above the 
ſkies the amiableneſs of a John the humility of a 
well ſighted Peter and the reſolution of a Paul— 
clad with this (though perhaps in appearance much 
like Joſeph's jacquet) he will fail round the world, 
with Jeſus in his heart, and the Goſpel in his hand. 

As for the Miſionaries, I have a word to them. 
May they be kept in the ſchool of the -Prophets 
and of the Apoſtles during the- whole voyage; and 


may the Fourth in the Furnace attend graciouſly at 
their right hand, to direct, ſupport and comfort 


them. In his own wiſe and bleſſed time may He 
land them ſafe on the defired ſhore; and, when 
they begin to talk of Jeſus and his croſs in the 
new world, O may that Spirit of Truth, which at- 


tended the Apoſtles' preaching on the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, abundantly bleſs their labours, to the con- 


yerſion of thouſands. _ 


4 3 I can 


ut an attempt of the ſort 


rtable form coat, (for I dare ſay 
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I can but commit the ſhip, and all that it may 
oontain, to the kind care and protection of Noah's 
pilot. What a happy community was there! Paſ- 
ive obedience, and non-refiſtance to God's holy 
will, lodged undiſturbed in that peaceful ſociety. 
The happieſt ſtate under the ſun for a believer in 
. Jeſus! Remember, the God of Iſrael is the ſame 
| no, as when He firſt ſent forth his diſciples into 
1 tze world. His love and power are the ſame, 
1 and he will be with you in every ſtorm, and will 
18 conduct you in ſafety and comfort to the deſired 
| 8 haven. 4 MEG i 

May peace and harmon ſweetly p ide over the 
1 at home. May the Directors be direct- 
ed by the Spirit of the living God. 

I was happy to hear from the mouth of a learn- 
ed divine, in September laſt, that , bigotry (that fad 
diſturber of our peace) is at laſt Head and buried. 
I moſt heartily congratulate my brethren aſſembled 
, here on the happy event: but alas! With ſorrow I 
give you the diſmal news—his ghoft walks in poor 
Wales. I wiſh you had ſent him down among us 
embodied with fleſh and blood, then we could ere 
now have arreſted the diſturber of our peace. Now 
we have no hopes of doing fo, for the late truly 
Reverend Mr. Edmund Jones faid, that there is 
no confining of ghoſts. Let us fare with the diſ- 
turber as we may, 151 hope he will never get over the 
| _— again to pale good chriſtians in Eng- 
n 
But I muſt conclude with wiſhing ten thouſand 
| bleſſings on the worthy Gentlemen and Miniſters 
12 ooncerned in this truly laudable Miſſion; and if e 
WiC." my pocket was worth talking of, you ſhould be 
| ox * Mey to do by it as the barley cake did by the 
tent of Midian, turn it upſide down,. and ſhake it 
well into the general fund. And here I muſt juft 
obſerve, that the inſtitution now before us, is 4 
moſt. excellent one to try what our great folks — 
ma 


1 , i 2 
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made of. Work them well, my worthy friends; 
and may the Lord give you a good portion of their 
golden gods; for I ſee that your honeſt hearts are 
inclined to uſe them to the. very beſt of purpoſes. 
Now to God the Father, whe lejed poor ſinners, 


to God the Son, who died to redeem poor ſinners, 
and to God the _ Ghoſt, who has, does, and 
to the hearts of poor ſinners, 


will apply the Goſpe 
be aſcribed everlaſting prajfes. Amen, and amen. 


— — Av — 
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THE CONGREGATIONS © 
Which have tranſmitted Sums of Money to the Treaſurer, ; 


FoR THE USE OP 


THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Monies received fince the zoth of June, from the Rev. Mr. Boden, of Tocting ; the 
Rev. Mr. Davidſon, of Newcaſtle upon Tyne; the Rev. Mr. Rae, of North Shields; the 
Kev. Mr. Robinſon, of Leiceſter, and the Rev. Dr. Williams, of Rotherham, for the 
Congregation at Melton, are not included, the Books having been balanced on that Day, 


agreeably to Notice. . 
N L. . d. L. s. 4. 
A. . Chatteris, Rev. Dr. Haweis 27 ' 5 0 + 
ABINGDON, Rev. Mr. Threſher 16 15 6 | Chelmsford, Rev. Mr. Douglas 8 19 © 
Aldwinkle, Rev. Mr. Chew 13 5 © |Cheſter; Rev. Mr. Thorpe W 
Alnwick, Rev. Mr. Reſton 22 10 6 | Chippenham, Rev. Mr. Clift 13 2 6 
' Amlwch,in Angleſey, Rev. Mr. Evans 18 © [Coggerſhall, Rev. Mr. Andrews 8 
Andover, Rev. Mr. Eiſdell 24 17 © | Colcheſter, Rev. Mr. Hobbs 224 17 4 
Appledore, Kev. Mr. Evans 22 6 6 Ditto by Rev. Mr. Storey 717 6 
Aſhbourne, Rev. Mr. Davis 10 6 Collingham, by Rev. Mr. Lambert 10 7 © 
Aſhton, Rev. Mr. Muſton 16 © © |Congleton, by Rev. Mr. Boden 4 38-0 * 
Aſhworth, Rev. Mr. Davis 10 6 Corſham, Rev. Mr. Weſton 10 10 10 
Atherſtone, Rev. Mr. Denham 2 12 210 Coventry, Rev. Mr. Burder 46 10 © 
Ayleſbury, Rev. Mr. Hawkins 6 8 © Ditto Rev. Mr. Saunders 10 to 0 
7 | Cradley, Rev. Mr. Beft 21 0 -0 
B. Creaton, Rev. Mr. Whitehead 23 15 44 
Banbury, Rev. Mr. Jenkins 10 10 © | 8 ä 
Ditto Independent Meeting 150 ©|, D. 
Bangor, Rev. Mr. Hughes 13 6 | Dedham, Rev. Mr. Crathern 34 4 © 
Barrow and Melbourne, Rev. Mr. Deptford, Rev. Mr. Barker 76 0 
Smith — - - - 19 © © |Denbigh, Rev. Mr. Lloyd 1 10-0 
Biſingſtoke, Rev. Mr. Jefferſon 60 © © | Devizes, Rev. Mr. Sloper 37 4 6 
Bath, Rev. Dr. Haweis $0 3 6 |Drayton and Wollerton, Rev. Mr. ; 
Ditto Rev, Mr. Jay 24 4 2 | Wilſon. — - nn 
Belper, Rev. Mr. Gawthorne 4 © © Dundee, Aſſociate Congregation $ 6 
Bentley Heath; no miniſter 10 14 6 |Durſley, Rev, Mr. Ralph 12 12 o 
Biceſter, Rev. Mr. Dennant 3 3 © |Duxford, Rev. Mr, Pyne 10-0 0 
Biddeford, Rev. Mr. Lavington 23 7 3 | 
Bedford, Rev. Mr. Smith 25 0 3 | . 
Bedworth, Rev. Mr. Hewitt 10 15 Edinburgh, Candle-makers-row 3115 7 
Birmingham, Rev. Mr. Little 45 12 91 Eyerſham, Rev. Mr. Dawſon S502 
Ditto late Dr. Williams 2 a o 
Blandford, Rev. Mr. Field 86 o 3 . 
Bolmin, Rev. Mr. Baron 6 6 © |Falmouth, Rev. Mr. Wildbore 29" 6 
Bradford, Rev. Mr. Dann 13 2 6 |Feverſham, 4 615 o 
Brentwood, Rev. Mr, Such 1 11 6 |Foleſhill, Rev. Mr, Evans 17 0 0 
Bridlington, Rev. Mr, Lyndall 31 18 © Frampton, 12 15 0 
Bridport, Rev. Mr. Saltren 98 7 6 G. . 
Brighthelmſtone, Rev. Dr. Haweis 37 1 8 |Goſport, Rev. Mr. Bogue „ 
Briſtol, Rev. Mr. Hey 91 15 4 Great Grimſby, Rev. Mr. Smelle 11 1 „ 
Bromley, Rev. Mr. Ellerton 4 © © Greenwich, Rev. Mr. Atkinſon 81 6 
Bungay, Rev. Mr. ShuffleBottom 9 $ 44) Ditto Tabernacle 70 18 3 
Burw ach, Rev. Mr. Daville 4 6 |Greenock, Select friends of the Rev. 
| x 's . Jokn Love . = „ +24 © 0 
Canterbury, Rev, Mr. J 83 9 9 | H. 4 
Ditto Rev. Mr. Parnell 3 © 12 |Hidley; Rev. Mr. T 1-15 6 
Caſtle-Hedingham, Rev. Mr. Steven» Halſtead, Rev. Mr. Baſs 26 9 3 
r - 46 17 1 Hampſtead, Rev. Mr. Wraith R 12 2 o 
Abatham, Rev. Mr, Slatterie $5 $5 © Hanley, Rev. Mr. Boden + 23 11 91 1 
N * 5 
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Havant, by Rev. Mr, Bogue 12 © | Tothill Fields, Rev. Mr. Bennett 12 2 0 
Heathfield, Rev. Mr. Gilbert 7 7 © Virginia Row, Rev. Mr. Radford 22 14 o 
Hinckley. Rev, Mr, Scat 10 2 6 | Wells Street, Rev, Alex. Waugh 39 17 0 
Horch m, Rev. Mr, Mann 0 4 4 6 |Weitmiater Chapel, Rev. Mr. 
Hull, Rev. Mr. Green 120 © | Piercy — — — 3515 6 
Dico-Rer. Mr. Lambert 179 4 10 Long Bugby, Rey. Mr. Moſeley go 44 24 

* ö { Loudwater, Wooburn, and Wycombe, 
wk TINS: Rev. Meſſrs. Broadbelt, Engliſh, 

Ipſwich, Rey. Mr. Atkinfn . 27 14 7 and Miller - - 61 10 11% 
Ditto Rev. Mi. Davies 13 13 © Luton, Rev. Mr. Pilley 22 16 o 
* | Luiterworth, Rev. Mr. Grundy 24 © o 
8 | K. Lymington, by Rev. Mr. Bogus 6 
© Kenelworth, various 113 6 f | 
* Kenſington, Rev. Dr. Lake ESC. \ M.. 
- Kertering, Rev. Nr. Toller 25 . o |Macclesfield, Rev. Mr. Simpſon 45 o o 
. Kjdderminſter, Rev. Mr. Barrett 21 0, © Ditto by Rev. Mr. Boden 11 10 o 
K'I{by, Rev. Mr. Morrell 9 15 © | Maidenhead, Rev. Mr. Cooke So 0 o 
Kippen, Rev. Mr. Campbell 50 0 © | Maidſtone, Rev. Mr Ralph 14 4 © 
EKnytsford, by Rev. Mr. Buden 2 2 © | Malniſbury, Rev. Mr. Moffatt $4. .0 
8 . Malton, Þy Rev. Mr. Lambert 2.2.6 
; . LI. Mancheſter, Rev. Mr. Ruby SS i8- þ 
Lancaſter, Rev. Mr. Charier _ 11 3 © |Dilto Moſeley St. no miniſter 244 : 34 
' Launcefton, Rev. Mr. Lewis 14 0 © | Market-Harborough, Rev. Mr. Gill 83 17 
Leeds, Rev. Mr. Parſons | 44 4 © | Matlock, Rev. Mr. Scott 114 o oO 
Deek 2 7 9 Y Milkſham, Rev. Mr. Honiwell 25 0 © 
Leighton Buzzard, Rev. Mr. Wake 1» 10 q Mitcham, no minifter $2 -3- o& 
Labem, Rev. Mr. Goodwin 5 13 6 |Muor-Green and Ilkefton, Rev. Mr. 
Lite Harborough, Sir Egerton Leigh 67 2 6 | Sugdean — — 9 
Little Kineton, by Rev. Mr. Parſons 2 2 | 
Llanbrynmair. Rev. Mr. Tibbot 4 17 6 N. 
Llanfyllin, Rev. Mr. Lewis 1 4 6 | Newark, Rev. Mr. Bradley N28 
7 Newbury, by Mr. W. Graham 16 2 6 
LONDON. Newcaſtle 8 15 <6 
Adelphi Chapel ' | 37 15 6 | Newport, Ifle of Wight, Rev. Mr. Wy 
Artillery Street, 1 wt Love 2: 3 © | Potticary | 66 6 g 
Barbicag, Rev. John Towers 20 16 6 | Newport-Pagnell, Rev. Mr. Bull 32 17 10 
Bow Lane, Rev. G. ſerment 6 16 6 | Northwick, by Rev. Mr. Boden 1 13.9 
Ditto Seciety and Congregation 16 o 0 | Nottingham, Rev. Mr. Alliott 18 7 6 
Camomile St. Rev, yoke Reynolds 148 3 © | Nuneaton, Rev. Mr. Fleming 9, ©.0 
Collier's Rents, Rev. James Knight 47 4 0 ge 
Crown Court, Rev. James Steven 112 9 6 0. 
Cumberland St. Rev. ſohn Brown 30 © © |Odiham, Rev. Mr. Holmes 7 2 2»„ 
Gate St. Chapel, Rev, Mr. Wil- Olrev, Rev. Mr. Horne 17 10 © 
_ 4iams - - 1 0 | Ditto Rev. Mr. Hillyard 18 10 o 
George's Chapel, Rev. Mr. Hirper 25 1 3 Oſweſtiy, Rev. Mr. Whitridge 13 17 61 
Glas Houſe Lich Kev. Mr. More 7 8 0 | 
Babe:dathers Hall, Rev. Jsfeph | | p. 

B. oo ſb ink * - 73 2 6 | Padftow, Rev. Mr. Rawlings . 
Huyweil Mount, Rey. W. F. Platt 9% 15 © | Pickering, Rev. Mr. Gritton 44 6 6 
Y wnerton Chepel, Rev. Mr. Eyre 262 7 © Plymouth; Rev. Meſſrs. Meads 560 0 0 
EKingſſ nd Chapel, 43 7 © { Ditto Dock, no miniſter $1 0 
err Rev. Me. Phillips 6 18' '0 | Portſe», Rev. Dr. Griffin 76 10 © 

itro:Rex Mr. Townſhend 17 12 6 \Pwlllcly, Rev. Mr. Jones 4 8 9» 
London Wall, Rev. Dr. Hunter $0 18 2 1 ; . 

Few: Read St. George's, Rev, Mr. ; R. | 
' @ Bryſon —— - = $9 © 0 | Ramſgate, Rev. Mr. Townſhend 45 $ * 
Orange Street Chapel 24 4 © |Reaging, Rev. Mr. Douglas 62 16 0 
| Chapel, Kev. Mr. Gwepnap 4%, 7 o | Dintt Sr. Giles's, by Mr, Young 15 0 0 
| Pinner's Hall, Rev. A, Crole 82 1 6 |Reyworth, Rev. Mr. Dawſon 3 00 0 
Roſe Lane, Re r. Willams 21 1 +6 | Rhos-y-meireh and Bethiem, in An- 
Surry Chapef, Rev. Rowland Hill 245 It 1 glxſea- - „ 4a. 6 
Swallow Street, Rev. Dr. Trotter 64 1 o Rodborwweh, Rev. Mr. Heath 33 15 6 
TÞobernacle and Totieaham Court _ | Rotherham, Rev. Dr.. Williams 157 13 
| £ Chops , =, = = ga" 4 6 [Rothwell Rev. Mr:Wood 37 5.0 
1 dS . SUITE hg | Royton, Rer, Mr. Towag "I 14 45 
7 a 22 4 0 i —— | * : . * N W , 
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Sandwich, no miniſter „ 
Sarney, Rev. Mr. Richards © - bw" 
Scarborough, Rev. Mr. Bttomley 56 3 © 


Sheerneſi Rev. Meſſis. Shru blole and 


Buck - - - 73 21 2 
Sherbourne, Rev. Mr. Hawe 12 4 9 
Shrewsb4u:y, Rev Mr. Lucas 36 7 77 


Southampton, Rev. Mr. Kings bury 276 6 
dot h- Mouſton, Rev. Mr, Gibb ns 3 15 © 
South Petherton, Rev Mr. Herdſman 21 16 fo 


Stafford, by Rev. Mr Boden 6 2 * 
Stained, Rev. Mr. Yorkney 43 0 0 
Stone, by Rev. Mr. Boden, 4 
Stratford on Avon, Rev. Mr. Rogers 4 8 8 
Stretton, Rev Mr. Morris and Gronow 11 16 © 
Strood, Rev. Mr. Leggitt 20 0 0 


11 6 
73 5 6 


Stroud- Water, Rev. Mr. Harris I 
Sudbury, Rev. Mr. Ray * -—* 
Sutton in Aſhfield, Rev. Mr. Kirk- 


Patrick - - - 20 2 0 
Swouland, near Hull 9 16 101 
N . 
Taunton, Rev. Mr. Tozer 27 43 29 
Town=Sutfon, Rev. Mr. Beaufoy \\ "$26.2 
Towcefter, Rev. Mr. Gunn 16 12 4 
Trowbridge, Rev. Mr. Clark 52 14 4 
Ditto Rev. Mr. Stevenſon 16 o o 
Truro Rev: Mr: Padden | 5 14 6 
Tunbridge, Rev. Mr. Hopkins 811 6 
1 1 oh 
Uley, Rev. Mr. Jones 15 2 0 


A LIST: OF TH CONGREGATIONS, 


W weefietd, Rev: Mr. Bruce 
Waltingford; by Rev. Mr. Cooke 
Walſall, Rev. Mr. Grove : 


' |Wartham, Rev. Mr. Cracknell 


Warminſter, Rev. Mr. Jackſon 
Ditto Rev. Mr. Tremlett 
Warwick, Rev. Mr. Moody 
Welch-Pool, Rev. Mr. Francis 
Welford, Rev Mr. B cknell 
Wellington, Rev. Mr. Pariſh 
Wells, Rev. Mr. Sloper 
Wem, Rev. Mr. Edwards 
Weſt Bromwiek 

Weſtbury, Rev. Mr. Mandell 
Ditto Rev. Mr. Ball 


Wimbourn, Rev. Dr. Duncan 
Wincheſter, Rev» Mr, Steil 
Witham, Rev. Mr. Newton 


Ditto, Rev. Dr. Haweis 
Wooburn, Rev, Mr Greathead 
Woodbridge, Rev. Mr. Lowell 
' Wooller,,Rev. Mr. Bell 
Woclwich, Rev. Mr. Percy 
Worceſter, Pev. Dr. Hawies 
Wotten U geredge, no miniſter 


2 Y. 
Velvertoft, Rev. Mr. Knight 
Yeovil, Rev. Mr. Morria 


Whitchurch, Rev: Mr. Jenkins | 


Wreatham, Rev. Mr. Shepherd 


Wolverhampton, Rev Mr. Goodwin 20. 17 11 


175 
L. 3. d. 
20 16 6 
22 10 © 
20 2 6 
9 
44 3 0 
10 © 0 
16 16 o 
411 0 
25 16 
3 0 © 
15 3,0 
45 3 6 
9 o & 
21 13 0 
0 
119 6 
8 10 o 
27 © @&. 
80 9 6 
10 2 
9. 4 0 
15 15 o 
8 8 0 
27 0 
17 I 
29. 
1 9.3 
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' THE TREASURER'S ACCOUNT 
| WITH THE. - | 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


Including the Sums ftated in the Lift c f the Congregations, they 
- having been extracted for the pur paſe of ſhewing the aggregate 
amount of each Congregation. | 


AN ALPHABETICAL LIST : 

Of fach individual Contributors whoſe Names have been tranf- 

mitted to the Treaſurer, except thoſe whoſe contributions did not 

amount to half a Guinea, or have been ſent in ſince the 3Oth 
of June. 5 3 1 


t Ai ſome of the Names were fearcely legible, it is requeſted 
that if any error or omiſſion fhould have been occaſioned from 
this circumſtance, the Secretaries may be informed thereof. 


* 


L. s. d. L. . . 
A. * © ]Annis, Mr. Minories WS 10 6 
A „Mr. Caſtle Street 10 6 Anſtie, Miſs, Devizes 10 6 
Abbot, Mr. Snowsfields 1 1 0{ Anſell, e Sheerne ſs 10 6 
Abbot, Mr. William, Colcheſter 2 2 o Armſden, Mr. Wood Street 2%: B&. 
Abingdon, Mr. Paddington 1 1 ©| Armſtrong, Rev. Mr. Hoxton Square 8 1 © 
Acworth, Mr. Chatham 1 1 o» Armſtrong, Mr. George, Bank g 86 & 
Adams, Rev. Mr. * 1 1 Arnold, Mr. John, Briſtol 12 0 ] 
Adderley, Thomas, Stoke Newington 2 2 Arnold, Mr. Booth Street 10 6 
Acdiſon, John, 10 10 ©| Arrowſmith, Mr. Aaron, Charles Street 
Adwin, Mr. Foſter-Lane 1 1 of Soho 1-2 0 ] 
Agace, Mrs. Clapton 2 2 „ Arthur, Mr, Southampton 2 2 © 
Akie, William, | " 2 1 ©! Arthur, Mrs. Southampton "0-0 ] 
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Wontner, Mr. T. Minories 
Wontner, Mr. J. ditto 
Wood, Mr. W. Fore Street 


Wood, Mr. Shoe Lane 

Wood, Mr. Southampton 

Wood, Thomas, Black Friars 
Wood, Mr. Spencer, ditto 

Wood fdrd, Robert, Southampton 


Woodman, Mes. 
Worthy, Mr. Cha lotte Street 
Wren, Mr. Southampton 


Wright, Benjamin, Hull 
Wiight, Mr. Preſcott Street 


Wright, Miſs 
Wycatt, Mr. John, Sheerneſs 


Y. 
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Young, Mrs. 
© | Young, Mr. John, Bear Street 
O\ Young, Mrs. ditto - 


© 
6 


Z. A. Hull 


Dr. the Treaſurer of the Miſſionary Society. 


So 
— 


Per Contra 


Wood, Mrs. Church Lane, White Chapel-1 
Woodnouſe, Mr. G. E. New Bond Str. 1 


Woodgate, Mr. by Mr. Woodgate 2 
2 
Woodman, Mr. Bermondſey Street 1 
Woodward, Mr. Honduras Wharf I 
2 
W.jggleſworth, Mrs. Mary, Leeds 


Wright, Mr. George, John Street 


Wyatt, Mr. Robert, Coleman Street 2 


Yackney, Mr. Samuel, Adelphi Chapel 4 4 


— — 
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d. —7 * 14 
Juby, To amount of Suhſerip- July 1, By Cafſh#for the purchaſe £ 
1796. tivas and Donations to 1749. of 10z00l, 3 p. cent 
the zoth June 5491 3 6 Conſols, at different 
By Public Collections, times 716 7 4% 
and Perſons without Ditto ditzoof 30qol. 4 per c. 
ſignatures, &c. 5267 11 04 Conſals 2518 5 a 
To Ch—teceived for Ditto ditto of 100ol. 5 per c. 
the Sale of the Firft Conſuls | 1010 © © 
Vu ne ef Milhonary Dilto- ſor ſundry Disburſements 
detrmons 239 © 0 99 


e! Year's giv. un 300. 

3 p · cents £45 © 
To Do. on 1509). 4p.c. 20 O 
To Do. on :v0olk, 5 p. c. 25 © 


— 100 0 O = * I. 1 VR 
£53. * * FD 


| „ 
L. 12088 14 65 4 0701 


tor Stationary, Printing, &c. 
Ballance in the hands of the 
"Treaſurer 
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10830 0 1 


253 13 7 
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11088 14 6 
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Beſides the above Ballance of C. 258 135. 74 YtheTheafcrer has in his hands the engagement 
ef the Kev. Dt, Haweis, for C. 52%, payable on the E:4\pment of the nrſt Sia Miſhonaries tar che 


South Seas. 


Complete and Uniform Edition of the Reverend | 
W. ROMAINE'S WORKS. 


Tut Publiſhed, 


No. XXXV, 
| PRICE ONE SHILLING, 
To be continued Weekly, 
or THE 


COMPLETE WORKS 


OF TUE LATE 


Riv. WILLIAM ROMAINE, A, M. 
Rector of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe, and St. 4nn, Blackfriars, 
And Lecturer of St. Dunſian in the I ei. a 


— | 

II having been 5 — to Dr. Ro Alx E, by ſeveral Friends, 
that a complete Edition of his FATHER's WRITINðGS, printed 

in a uniform manner, would be acceptable to the Public, none of 
his hearers or admirers having his Publications entire, he is in- 


duced to render.the purchaſe eaſy, by offering the following 
PLAN OF PUBLICATION ; 


To print, in Weekly Numbers, price One Shilling each, the 
ComerLETE Works of the late Rev. W. Romaixeg, A. M. 
including all thoſe that have appeared, from the laſt corrected 
Copies, as well as thoſe which were left ready prepared for the. 
Preſs, by the Author, at his Deceaſe, namely 

The LirE, WaLk, and TR1UMPH oF FAITH; Four Volumes 
of SERMoNs; ſeveral ſmall Tracts, not much known; ſome 
SzRMONsS which have been out of print near fifty years, with 
ſeveral that were prepared for the Preſs by the Author, and found 
among his Papers ſince his deceaſe. And, at the inſtance of ſeveral 
of his moſt reſpected Friends, T wo Volumes of his LR TT ERS. 

The Work to conclude with a very particular and intereſting 
Lirg oF THE-AUTHOR, the materials for which are collecting by 
the Family; and, in the laſt Number, a very highly-finiſhed 
Portrait will be given, engraved by Heath, from an approved 
likeneſs, to which Mr. Romaine ſat a ſhort time previous to his 
death. To be comprized in about Forty Numbers, price One Shil- 
ling each, making Eight handſome Volumes in Octavo. 
© Subſcribers* names to be printed at the end of the Work. 

— . — 
LONDON : 5 

Sold by T. CHAPMAN, No. 151, Fleet. Street; and by all other 
EGS: Bookſellers in Town and Country, . 


4 


TO THE RELIGIOUS WORLD. 

THE great eſtimation in which the various Writings 
of the late Rey. W. Romaine have been held by all 

' Aenominations of Chriſtians, for a ſeries of years, renders 
every apology for publiſhing this ComeLETE Epition 
of his Worxs entirely unneceſſary. It is particularly 

defirable, that thoſe Pieces which have already appeared, 
with all thoſe the author has left in manuſcript for 
publication, ſhould be preſented to the World in a uni- 
form manner. 

Doubtleſs, therefore, all claſſes of Religious People 
will gladly wiſh to poſſeſs this Unitrorm and ComPLETE 
Evpition of Mr. ROMAIXE's Works, when they can 

procure the whole, making Eight 1 Volumes, 

at ſo cafy a rate as One Shilling per Wee 

The Firſt Number, price One Shilling, was publiſhed 
on the Firſt Day of December ; and as the Public may 
reſt aſſured the future Numbers will be regularly 

publiſhed every Saturday, till the whole is complete; 

they are requeſted to order the Bookſellers in the Coun- 
try to procure it for them accordingly. 

The Reader will readily ſee the propriety of giving | 
the Larz of the Auron at the end of thoſe pieces fc 
which have never yet appeared in print, it being a de- 
ticable matter for the Family to collect all the informa- 

ion poſſible for its improvement. 


To gratify the * ers of Fine Printing, 
ELEGAN T EDITION 


or THE 
| Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINE'S WORKS, 
_ Beautifully printed on Vellum Paper; and Hot preſſed, 


IN EIGHT VOLUMES, 
IS NOW IN THE PRESS, 


core. ====c==r==-—= 


SDR TION PRICE FOUR GUINEAS. 


4 — wy 2 och ea 


This beautiful Edition will contain Proof P Prints of 
Mr. Romaixe's Portrait; alſo a delicately engraved 
Title-Page to each Volume. 

- Subſcnptions'10 this fine Edition, received by Dr. 
RoMAINE, at his Houſe, Reading, Berks ; and > 
yp CRE 151, Fleet-Street, 


| A 
SERMON AND CHARGE 


ON OCCASION OF THE DESIGNATION OF TIE 


IS FIRST MISSIONARIES 


| The Jſlands of the South. Sea. 


